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What’s Happening at Chapman 
 

Term 3 

Week 4 

August 

13 Aug 

Kenny Koala @ 

Preschool 

14 Aug 

ICAS Maths 

Food Detective Yr4 

Touch Gala Day Yr3 

League Clinic Yr4 

15 Aug 

Jump Rope for Heart 

launch 

 

P&C Mtg @ 7.30pm 

16 Aug 

Touch Gala Day 5/6 

Yr 2 Lego 

17 Aug 

Book Week Assembly @ 

9.15am 

Winter Walk to School Day 

Kenny Koala @ Preschool 

Friday Sport 

Week 5 20 21 

Yr 4 League Clinic 

Yr 4 Food Detective 

Yr 5 Combined Band @ 

Duffy Primary 

22 

Gateways 

23 

Yr 3 Camp Birrigai 

Yr 1 Botanic Gardens 

Excursion 

Gateways 

24 

Yr 3 Camp Birrigai 

Gateways 

No Friday Sport 

Week 6 27 28 

Step Into the Limelight 

Technical Rehearsal 

29 30 31 

Yr 3 Assembly @ 12.10pm 

Fathers Day Stall 

Step into the Limelight Dress 

Rehearsal & Performance 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
This week is National Science Week and as part of the week’s celebration four students from Year 5/6 
accompanied by Mrs Herrick, were invited to attend the Governor-Generals Rocket Challenge as part of 
National Science Week.  
 
The event, an initiative between the Governor-General's office and Questacon, was hosted by Governor-
General Sir Peter Cosgrove and Lady Cosgrove. Fourteen ACT Public and Private schools made rockets that 
were launched by the Governor General, on the lawns of Government House.   
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The challenge required students to work in small teams to design a rocket that would fly the 
furthest distance using only paper and masking tape. Students had to think, make, try and refine their 
designs. 
 
Through the development of their rockets, students explored the principles of flight, propulsion and 
rocket design while also developing their creativity, critical thinking and collaboration skills. 
 
Experts from the Australian National University, Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex, the Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority, Geospatial Intelligence and UNSW Canberra Space were on hand to advise and 
help students build their rocket. 
 
Although Chapman's rocket didn't fly the greatest distance, great fun was had by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rostrum Semi Finals and SRC Assembly 
Well done to Caitlin Bissett who delivered an extremely polished speech to a large audience at last week’s 
Rostrum semi-finals. Against a group of seven accomplished speakers, Caitlin was awarded 3rd place and 
received some great feedback from the judges. Thank you to Ms Tirzins for her organisation of the event 
and to Charli Spratford, Mitchell Lucas and Millie Terracini who co-chaired and time kept for the event. 
 
Congratulations to our Semester 2 SRC executive Finn McGuire, Bell Kuma, Asher Manton and Zac 
Palywoda on their election.  The semester 2 SRC representatives were inducted at the special SRC 
assembly. 
 
Active Streets  
Last night Andrew Crichton from the Active Streets program spoke with parents about supporting and 
encouraging our children to walk safely to school. Andrew provided the school with some information 
about the walking/riding routes that have been identified by the ACT Government and we have made a 
commitment to continuing to work together in relation to Active Streets and our road issues. Please see 
the information at the end of the Communicator. 
 
Parking on Perry Drive 
Once again, it has come to my attention that some members of our community continue to compromise 
the safety of both children and staff by their unacceptable driving manners through and in the driveway 
off Perry Drive.  On entering the driveway the driver should slow to no more than 10 kph, should not 
park against the red lines and obey the set down/pickup signs which state that there is no parking 
between 2.30 and 3.30pm. THIS IS A DROP OFF/PICKUP ZONE ONLY.  
 



 
If you arrive at school prior to 3pm please park behind the hall or along Tauchert St. Last night the issue 
of parking on the median strip was also addressed, this is illegal and those who continue to park there 
could be booked. 
 
We are all looking forward to tomorrow’s Book Week whole school dress up parade. The assembly will 
commence at 9.15-9.45 am in the hall. 
 
Finally our Year 3 students are off to camp next week. We wish them a fantastic camping experience at 
Birrigai.   
Anne & staff   
 
 

The 2018 School Satisfaction Survey  
Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 5 and 6) will be asked to participate in these 
important surveys.  The survey results will contribute to the school improvement process, which aims to 
achieve high standards in student learning, innovation and best practise in Canberra public schools. 
 
Although this survey is voluntary, we hope you will want to participate.  It won't take much of your time and 
it will help us understand areas where we are doing a good job and areas for further development.  On 
Wednesday you will have received a letter with the logon details and your code for each child attending 
Chapman Primary. This will assist you to access the survey. A link has also been put on our school’s 
webpage.  The key ACT results from the 2017 School Satisfaction Surveys have been published on the 
Education Directorate website (www.education.act.gov.au) and a summary of our school results is provided 
in our 2017 School Board Report. 
 
Fiona Duncan and Rachel Holdway 
Survey Co-ordinators 

 
 

Chapman Primary School? 
We are currently organising classes for 2019 and require families to indicate if they will not be continuing 
at Chapman.  A response is not required if your child is currently in Year 6 and will be going to High School 
in 2019. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Leaving Chapman Primary School 
If your child/ren (not Year 6) will NOT be returning to Chapman Primary in 2019 could you please complete 
the form below and return it to the Front Office ASAP. 
 
 

Child’s Name: __________________________________  Class: _________ 

 
Child’s Name: __________________________________  Class: _________ 

 
Child’s Name: __________________________________  Class: _________ 

The child/ren will be attending: 
 

  another Government school in the ACT    a Non Government school in the ACT 
  an Interstate school                  an Overseas school 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
  

http://www.education.act.gov.au/


 
Understanding & Supporting your child’s learning 
A number of families enjoyed the informative presentation given by Liz Moses (speech pathologist) and Claire 
Bennett (occupational therapist) from the Child Development Service last Wednesday.  
The presentation highlighted to parents- 

 what to watch out for in speech and language development 

 the importance of fine motor, play and self-care development  

 ‘Red flags’ suggesting expert advice might be required  

 What the “Child Development Service” is and what support and assessments it offers 

 Other services in the ACT community to help parents and families 

Parents heard about the expected milestones for 4-7 years old in speech, fine motor, self-care and play 
development. The therapists shared behaviours and/or lack of particular age appropriate skills that parents 
should get checked by a professional. They reinforced the message that if teachers raise a concern about a 
child’s development that parents should follow up and seek a second opinion from a trained therapist, 
medical professional etc as early intervention is important. 
   
We look forward to providing more parent workshops for families on other important child development 
topics. Excellent resources can be found at the Child Development Service website. Information is set out in 
specific age ranges e.g 1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5, 5-6, 6-7 and each year level includes information on :-  
communication, eating, sensory processing, play, social emotional development and movement. 
www.communityservices.act.gov/childdevelopmentservice (look for the website button)  
CDS General inquiries ph 6205 1277,  CDS Intake ph 6205 1246  Email: child.development.service@act.gov.au     
  
We encourage all families to take time to talk with your children, ask questions of them, ask their opinions, 
expand their vocabulary, promote imaginative play, play games with them, play outdoors, reduce screen time, 
read to them, read with them, talk about the pictures, encourage independence and support their attempts to 
try new things that they may not find easy the first few times e.g using a knife and fork, buttoning a shirt, 
putting on a coat, tying shoelaces etc! Learning and playing are both hard work for children and they need 
supportive adults to help them succeed.   
 
 

Jump Rope for Heart kicks off this week! 
Jump Rope for Heart is a fantastic physical activity and fundraising program that has 
been run by the Heart Foundation for 35 years. It’s a great way for your child to keep 
fit and learn new skills, but it also helps raise funds for vital heart research and 
education programs. 
 
Since Jump Rope for Heart started in 1983, schools like ours have raised more than 
$75 million for the Heart Foundation’s lifesaving work.  
 
It’s important you register your child online, so they can receive the full benefits of the program and 
participate in online fundraising, simply follow the link below to get started. 
https://jumprope.heartfoundation.org.au/register     
 
Students will be skipping throughout the term in PE lessons and lunch breaks.  During this time you can share 
their online fundraising page with family and friends to help raise money for this great cause. 
We will hold our school Jump Off Day on Thursday the 13thof September.  This will mark the end of the 
program and is a chance for everyone to come together to skip and show off their newly learned skills.  
Thank you for supporting 
  
  

http://www.communityservices.act.gov/childdevelopmentservice
https://jumprope.heartfoundation.org.au/register


 

Preschool 
The pre-schoolers continue to explore and 
investigate their environment and are growing 
in confidence in everything they do; it is lovely 
to see them sharing their findings and 
observations with their friends and teachers. 
 
This week we will have visits from Kenny Koala 
and our Year 4 buddies. We are also looking 
forward to dressing up for Book Week. 
 
The Preschool Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten – The Garden 
 

  

  
Regards, Allie Rainsford, Priscilla Reyenga, Libby Emerson and Prue Anderson 

 
 
  

Visual Art 
Our Bush Kids 

program has inspired 
our recent beautiful 
and colourful works 

of art. 

We discovered that the 
charcoal we found at  

Bush Kids can be used for 
drawing. 



 
Year 1 – The Billabong 

 
Year 1 have been working hard to continue to explore habitats. The students loved the walk up Cooleman 
Ridge. We spotted Kookaburras, Cockatoos, Magpies, insects and a hare. We also saw evidence left behind of 
other larger animals. 
 
Next week we are excited to be heading to the National Botanical Gardens. Make sure your note is returned 
by Tuesday please.  
 
In Maths we have continued to work on subtraction problems. 
 

 
Helen Tranter, Amy Jager, Mark Shiels and Fiona O’Hare. 
 

  



 
Year 2 – The Magic Beach 
 

In our science inquiry this term we have been learning about forces and the way they interact with the world 
around us.  

 
 
 
 
Our experiments helped us to challenge our thinking 

about what we thought we knew. We have been 
using the scientific method to predict, observe 

and explain how forces operate in air and water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the coming weeks we will 
be exploring what forces are 
at work in our playground. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone’s homework projects 
next week and learning from each other as each student 

shares their discoveries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lee Hodges, Jen Swift, Lauren Daniel and Mark Edmunds 

 



 
Year 3 – The Outback 
 
 
We were very lucky to have Louis’ dad Dave come and talk to us about 
his job as an astronomer. He showed us some amazing images of space, 
stars, and galaxies and we learnt so much about how important 
telescopes are in letting us learn about what is going on in space. Thank 
you Dave!  
 
We also investigated how our shadows move direction and change as the 
earth continues to rotate around the sun. We are very proud of the 
booklets we have created about what causes day and night and how the 
earth, sun and moon move in space. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
We have begun our long awaited tapestry project, with everyone learning how to thread needles, tie knots 
and begin long stitch on the canvas. It is a great lesson in testing our patience and ’Never give up attitude’ for 
sure! 
 

 

 
 
 
Sheridan Brill, Rachel Holdway, Katie Ross, Fiona Duncan, Melina Clark and Trish Foster 



 
Year 4- News from ‘The Great Hall’ 

 

We are looking for parent feedback around the Year 4 Camp to Warrambui. If you could please complete the 

survey at the following link, you input would be greatly appreciated.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqyhIaw1jc_1-HzutA4qfnmpBatkhSkhURm1VCRcn0FyiH3w/viewform 

Rheannon ‘Flitwick’ Gibbs, Kat ‘Dumbledore’ Tirzins and Dean ‘Hagrid’ Howell. 

We have been publishing our persuasive texts. 
Students were asked to convince their teachers and 
classmates to try something they enjoy. 

We have been participating in Rugby 
League Clinics. Students from Canberra 
College will be coaching us on Tuesdays 
in Weeks 3, 4 and 5.   

 We have wrapped up our maths unit on 
Fractions. Students were asked to create a 
poster that showed their understanding of 
either proper or improper fractions. 

 As part of our Health Unit, we learnt about 
the super foods called pulses. Mrs Savage 
taught us about all the different types of 
pulses and explained that they are full of fibre 
and protein. We created Polka-Dot Pulses in 
the style of artist Yayoi Kusana. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqyhIaw1jc_1-HzutA4qfnmpBatkhSkhURm1VCRcn0FyiH3w/viewform


Year 5/6 
 

 

Jack Heath 
As always, the 5/6  innovators have been very busy! Australian fiction author Jack Heath made a special 
appearance last week and gave a humorous presentation on how to be a human lie detector. Jack answered 
some fascinating questions from the students about how he writes his books, how he decides on a title, and 
how long it actually takes to write a chapter book. He discussed how to tell whether or not somebody is telling 
the truth. Some of his most popular science fiction/thriller chapter books include The Cut Out, Replica and 
Money Run.  
 

 
Maths 
Year 6 have started to work with fractions - parts of a 
whole. The students have been creating fraction calculators 
in class, which helps to visualise fraction families and how 
they are related. Students have also been solving problems 
involving fractions, using the four operations. The picture 
below is of an open-ended task where students were 
required to come up with as many ways as possible to cut 
the cake into quarters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Buddy Weddell, Rebekah Lane, Kristy Williamson, Ryan Gowing, Jenny Puleston, Jackalyn Herrick and Kate Favell 



P&C News 
Tupperware Fundraiser for the Canteen - order forms are due Friday, 17 August 2018.  Spare copies can be 
collected from the Front Office or alternatively you can contact our friendly Tupperware Consultants, 
Elizabeth Shelley (0405 645 513) or Alexis Mohay (0414 999 314).  10% of all sales from this fundraiser will be 
given to the Canteen.  Additionally, if you would like to get some friends together to see the full Tupperware 
range an extra $20 per booking will be donated to the Canteen.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Chapman Primary School Fete - Save the Date!!!! Sunday, 4 November 2018 - 12noon to 4pm - requests for 
help, coordinators and additional information will be sent out in the next few weeks.  This is a great 
opportunity to show your support for our wonderful school, whilst having an enjoyable day.  If you would like 
to donate an item or voucher to be used as a prize for the Fete Raffle please send a message to Jo Forster 
(chapmanfete@gmail.com).  We have already been donated a beautiful handmade quilt - which will no doubt 
help keep out the winter chills!!!! 
 
Fathers Day Stall - Friday, 31 August  Donations can now be left in the box at the Front Office.  To ensure the 
safety of students please do not donate knives, sharp implements or items containing nuts.  Students from 
Kindergarten to Year 6 will visit the stall in their class groups and gifts will be priced at $2, $3 and $4.  The stall 
will be held in the Art Room. Thank you in anticipation of your kind donations.   
 
The P&C meeting dates for 2018 are 12 September 2018, 7 November 2018 and 12 December 2018.  P&C 
meetings are held on Wednesdays at 7pm in the staffroom.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 

Staying safe in our community 
At the P&C meeting on Wednesday night, a representative from the 
Transport Canberra and City Services’ Schools Program attended the meeting 
to discuss the Active Streets for Schools program and student safety around 
Chapman.  
 
Active Streets supports the Ride or Walk to School program by making 
infrastructure improvements around schools and promoting popular walking 
and riding paths, which helps to create a safety in numbers approach. An 
Active Streets fact sheet specifically for Chapman is attached.   
 
While approaches from strangers is very rare, it is important to teach 
children how to stay safe in our community. Some useful tips include: 

 Walk routes with children a number of times to teach them about 

road safety and the best routes to travel (which may be along busy 

streets if stranger danger is a concern). 

 Encourage children to walk in groups, which may include setting up a ‘walking school bus’ (either with 

a parent or groups of children). 

 Talk to children each evening about their trip, asking about their experience and anything that may 

have concerned them along the way. 

 Teach children to have a plan if something happens, for example how should they react (yelling loudly 

is appropriate if they feel threatened), where they should go and who they should contact (call 000 in 

an emergency) . 

 Encourage children to report any suspicious behaviour, however minor it might be, to a teacher or 

family member as soon as possible. 

 The Active Streets website has some useful resources to set children up for independent travel, 

including a ‘What Do I Do If…’ card. The school has requested additional resources to share with the 

school community. The Constable Kenny website also has some great tips about staying safe in the 

community.  

mailto:chapmanfete@gmail.com
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/active-travel/active-travel-for-schools/active-streets-for-schools
http://www.constablekenny.org.au/


 
Active Streets helps to create safe streets 
Part way drop off and collection points help to reduce congestion and 
increase safety around schools.  
 
As part of the Active Streets for Schools program, a new footpath has 
been constructed to provide safe and easy access to Chapman Primary 
School from the adjacent oval and park (see map). The car park 
provides additional space for our school community within a short 
walking distance to the school. If you have young children, they can 
even enjoy the play equipment while you wait! 
 
Part way points should be used in conjunction with the school’s Ride or 
Walk to School map and the blue pavement stencils to encourage 
children to use similar routes, which helps to create safety in numbers.  
 
Help to make our school a safer and healthier environment by 
encouraging children to walk and ride to school, because active streets 
help to create safe streets.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/active-travel/active-travel-for-schools/active-streets-for-schools
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1101303/Chapman-Primary-School.pdf
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1101303/Chapman-Primary-School.pdf


  



 
  



 
 

Father’s Day Stall 
 
 

Friday, 31 August (Week 6, Term 3)  
 

Gifts will be sold for $2, $3 and $4  

 

 

 
Please leave donations of unwrapped gifts in the boxes by the Front Office.  Donations of knives, 

sharp objects or items containing nuts CANNOT be accepted. 
 

Please donate extra gifts if your child/ren wish to purchase additional gifts for step-fathers, 
grandfathers etc.   

 
The stall will be held during in the morning in the Art Room (next to Indonesian).   

 
If you are able to volunteer to assist with the stall on Thursday 30th (4pm) or Friday 31st (8:15am to 

12noon) please contact Joanne Forster – mjm@iinet.net.au 
 

Thank you for your assistance and kind donations. 
  

mailto:mjm@iinet.net.au


 

 


