
  

 August 1 is Hats on again! 
All students must wear a sunsmart hat while outside from the start of August 

Communicator 

46 Perry Drive, Chapman ACT 2611 | Ph: 6142 2400 
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Board Chair: Melanie Selems melsryder@hotmail.com  

P&C President – Kate Hamilton – chapman.pcpresident@gmail.com 

After School Care: Kellie Hackett – afters.cpasc@gmail.com 

Term 3, Week 4 
Friday, 12 August 2022 

What’s Happening at 

Chapman 

Monday 15 August 
Shelly Unwin, Author Visit 

ICAS English 

Tuesday 16 August 
South Weston Athletics Carnival 
Year 6 Kulture Break Workshop 

BYOC Parent Information Session 

Friday 19 August 
Book Week Dress-up Day 

Monday 22 August 
ICASA Science 

Jacinta Froud Author Visit 

Tuesday 23 August 
ICAS Spelling Bee 

Year 6 Kulture Break Workshop 

Thursday 25 August 
Kulture Break Performance 

Friday 26 August 
Year 6 Combined Band Rehearsal 

Monday 29 August 
ICAS Maths 

Tuesday 30 August 
Preschool CMAG Excursion 

Frogs & Spots 
Year 6 Kulture Break Workshop 

Wednesday 31 August  
School Board Meeting 

Recent Communication 

Year 6 Camp – Jindabyne 

Satisfaction Survey 2022 – Letter to Parents and Carers about student survey 

A message from the ACT Education Directorate: Keeping our students learning in 

term 3 

https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_school/Permission_Notes 

Uniform Shop Opening Days & Times 

Monday – 8.30 am to 9.30 am 
Wednesday – 2.45 pm to 3.30 pm 

https://chapman-ps-uniforms.square.site/ 

Canteen 

Open – Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
Online orders only via   

https://www.school24.net.au/. 
 

A very big thank you to all our families who 
supported the Book Fair last week. 
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Principals Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

‘Awesome August’ 

Each year at Chapman Primary School there is a celebration known as ‘Awesome August’ where we turn the 

traditional Book Week into a Book Month and hold various events celebrating our love of reading. ‘The Book Cow’, 

located in Kingston, joined our school last week to make this year’s Book Fair an incredible time to share a love for 

reading in our community. We thank Mrs Angela Orellana for organising and coordinating our Book Fair and Author 

visits, Shelly Unwin, Children's Author, Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) ACT Coordinator, 

delivering interactive writing workshops with our students across the school and Author and Jacinta Froud, a 

member of the ACT Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). Jacinta is an active participant in 

several groups including Scribbles, The Versealots, Creative Kids Tales, SCBWI critique group and the 52-Week 

Picture Book Challenge. 

Discover what our students and children enjoy 

As parents and teachers, if you want to get closer to your children, you have to be able to have a conversation about 

things they care about. When I first started teaching, the students I was working with loved the Goosebump books. 

The first thing I did was read the Goosebumps book, and I found enjoyment in the stories, even though it would not 

have been my initial choice. The students who were familiar with the book jumped into wonderful conversations and 

those who hadn’t read the book became interested and wanted to find out more. I could feel instantly that I was 

more connected to those students.  

As parents and educators, we need to make sure we know who we are teaching and raising, and we need to make 

sure our eyes and minds are open to who they are, where they are in their lives, and the ways in which we can 



become closer to them through what they love. To enable the young people at Chapman Primary to thrive in every 

aspect.    

Keeping our students learning in Term 3 

Every ACT public school is working hard to manage the impacts of COVID-19 and the flu in our schools to ensure 

minimal disruption for everyone and keep students learning.  

Face-to-face learning in the classroom remains the core way students are learning this term; however, staff 

shortages may see them learning a little differently from time to time. 

What can parents and students expect? 

When schools do not have appropriate staffing levels to support students in their usual classrooms the following 

measures may be put in place: 

• Older students may learn online in a supervised setting.  

• Students may be engaged in a modified program of learning in their regular classroom with supervision from 

school staff. 

• Students may participate in self-directed learning (supervised by other classroom teachers this may be via 

Google Classrooms or a pre-prepared activity). 

• Students may be split into classes across the school, where children may engage in self-directed learning 

and/or the learning of their host class. 

• Some activities may be put on hold. 

Where we are no longer able to manage using the above strategies students may move to learning from home for 

short periods of time.  

If this is the case our school will work with the Directorate ahead of time to make this decision and families will be 

provided with learning activities for use during this time.  

Sometimes this decision will need to be made quickly. We appreciate that the short notice is difficult for families 

and, where we can, we will ensure we give as much notice as we are able.   

Non-essential events and excursions 

There may also be the need to postpone/cancel planned activities and events offsite (e.g. camps, excursions, 

sporting days etc) from time to time, sometimes at short notice.  

We appreciate any cancellation is disappointing and wherever possible our school will reschedule these missed 

opportunities.  

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Yours faithfully, 

James M. Barnett 
Principal  

  



2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey  

2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in years 4 to 12 about their 

experience of public education. The 2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 19 

August to 9 September. The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about 

how to improve our school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 

Chapman Primary will be emailing parent survey links home next Wednesday, 17 August. 

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive:  

• An email about the parent survey, including a link to access the survey; and  

• A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for the data 

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, contact the 

school and you will be provided a survey link. If you do not have an email listed with the school, please contact 

the school on 6142 2400. 

The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi, 

Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish, Telugu, French and Italian. Respondents can select their 

preferred language when they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is 

also available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at 

the Front Office.  

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers, 

staff and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take 

part. 

For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-

climate-survey. 

 

Book Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 19 August 2022 10.00 am - 11.00 am 

 

 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey


Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 
The Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge finishes on 19 August. Students are required to give their completed 

reading records to Mrs Smith (1SS) by Monday 22nd August (at the latest) for verification! Students who are 

still completing the reading requirements are encouraged to speak to their teacher or school librarian for 

assistance and book recommendations.  

Still looking for great reads? Check out the recent work of some of our CMRC Ambassadors. 

10 Minutes of Danger is a book by Jack Heath. The book is a collection of 

short stories about asteroids, volcanoes, funnel web spiders and killer 

robots. 

Tania McCartney has just finished writing the third book in the Plume 

picture book series. It is about a little penguin who travels the world – it’s 

called Plume: Festival Seeker. It will be out this November. Tania is also 

working on a massive Wildlife Compendium of the World book—She knows 

kids will love it! It’s out around May 2023.  

Stephanie Owen Reeder’s latest narrative nonfiction picture book Swifty: 

The Super-fast Parrot, illustrated by Astred Hicks and published by CSIRO 

Publishing, is ready to take flight on 1 October. 

Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT IMP for Secondary Students Extension 

 

ACT Instrumental Music Program 

Secondary Student Extension Ensembles - 2023 

The ACT Instrumental Music Program is seeking students who will be in year 7 to year 12 in ACT public schools in 

2023 to audition for secondary extension ensembles. 

Current year 6 students continuing to a public secondary school in 2023 can apply for:  

Junior Concert Band: Years 7-8 students in ACT public schools in 2023 

Percussion Ensemble: Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2023 

Senior Concert Choir: Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2023 

Auditions will be held online in Term 4 (31 October – 4 November). 

All audition requirements and pieces will be available on the IMP website by the end of Term 3.  

The ensembles are an excellent opportunity for hard-working, skilled and committed young musicians to work 

together in an enriching environment. The groups are active performance ensembles and the families of students 

auditioning will need to be prepared to make a strong commitment to rehearsal and performance attendance for 

the year. 

Further details and information about how to apply for an audition are available from the Instrumental Music 

Program website at http://www.imp.act.edu.au/our_ensembles/auditions 

Complete your online application at 

https://forms.gle/dyQw7nsevxQHALxNA 

or scan the QR code for a direct link. 

Information cards and posters are available at your child’s school.  

Applications close Monday 17 October.  

 

 

 

http://www.imp.act.edu.au/our_ensembles/auditions


Preschool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We have enjoyed participating in 

Kids@Play and were introduced to 

overarm throwing. We practised 

standing sideways, pointing to a 

target, holding the ball or beanbag 

next to our ear, stepping forward 

with our front foot, and ensuring 

our throwing arm stayed close to 

our body as we released the ball or 

beanbag towards the target. 

Thank you to all Chapman families for their 

donations to the preschool library from the 

Bookfair. We will enjoy reading all these books 

Spots and Stripes have continued to explore our inquiry unit 

on creativity and have enjoyed creating a range of artworks 

inspired by using colours. We have had opportunities to 

further express ourselves creatively by painting with 

coloured ice cubes made from frozen edicol dye and 

painting rainbows by sprinkling salt and using water paints. 

Talo is enjoying spending time with the pre-

schoolers and having different adventures 

with them. 

The Frogs and Turtles have had lots of fun exploring space. Our spaceship has been 

on journeys into space, we have created aliens from playdough and used our 

imagination to create stories about their favourite planet. 



Kindergarten 

 

 

 

 

 

In kindergarten we have been working steadily in mathematics to develop 
our number knowledge and problem-solving skills.  

This term we have been focusing on identifying and representing ‘teen’ 
numbers in numerous ways and have continued learning about addition and 
subtraction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We use many strategies such as number lines, counting on and back from 
the larger number, using counters and playdough to help us solve different 
equations. 

  

Kindergarten 
News from the garden 



LHQ 

 

 

 

This term in LHQ students have been working hard learning and practicing maths skills 

in a new way. Each student has their own maths resources and works at their own 

pace. We play lots of maths games which involve counting, adding, subtracting and 

making numbers in different ways, just to name a few. Maths games make learning fun! 

  

Learning HQ 



Year 1 

 

 

Our learning intention during our reading groups is to understand the difference between fiction 
and non-fiction texts. Students understand that fiction is made up and you need to use your 

imagination when you are writing. Non- fiction is about facts. Students have been reading  
non-fiction big books and learning new information.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1JS and 1ER finished their research on their chosen commonwealth country. During Inquiry, 
students were asked to research about culture, traditions and population. Students were 

successful with their poster as they contained pictures, their writing is clear, and the poster had 
facts about their country. 

  



Year 2 

  Year 2 Beach 

The Arts 

On Monday afternoons this 

term, year 2 students have 

had the opportunity to 

engage in a range of different 

arts subjects. Throughout the 

term, students will get to 

experience dance, drama, 

visual arts and singing. We 

have been having lots of fun 

so far! 

Machine Makers 

Last week in Science, year 2 

investigated how pushes and pulls 

effect how an object moves. We 

had lots of fun making our own 

simple machines! 

Vincent Van Gough 

Continuing our 

artist study on 

Vincent Van 

Gough, students 

got the 

opportunity to 

create their own 

version of his 

famous painting 

‘The Starry Night.’ 



Year 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Year 4 

  

We have been looking at thought provoking conundrums and learning how complex 

sentences add detail to our writing. We have been experimenting by bringing our 

subordinating conjunctions to the beginning of our sentences. Examples of 

subordinating conjunctions are although, where, since, before, so that, even though.  



Year 5 

 

Kind regards, Dan Gatwood, Caitlin Law, Tina MacDonnell and Liz Needham 

This past fortnight has seen year 5 continue their writing workshops with a focus on 

engaging the reader.  We have investigated the impact of different sentence types on the 

reader, as well as opportunities to include descriptive phrases and quotes in our writing. 

In maths, we are finalising our focus on division strategies and have ventured into the 

domain of short division.  Next up will be fractions and decimal fractions. 

One of our rotations this term has been centred on creating stop-motion videos using a 

green screen and the iMovie app.  Students are now at the stage where they are 

completing these videos, so be sure to keep an eye on Seesaw to see your child’s creation! 

Please enjoy the photos taken during our Arts unit. 



Year 6 

 

 

 

Mark Edmunds, Rheannon Robson, Joanne Lawson, Nicki Johannes 

  

Year 6 Class of ‘22 
As part of our Science Inquiry, year 6 

have been looking at different types 

of energy and electrical circuits. This 

week, year 6 have been designing a 

house out of cardboard getting ready 

to install lighting using their 

knowledge of circuits. 

 



PE & Sport 

What amazing weather we had for our year 5-6 students touch football carnival held at Deakin playing fields. A big 

thank you to Mr Gatwood and Mr Edmunds who attended the day and, to Rachel Platt for coaching. Great 

sportsmanship was demonstrated throughout the day, plenty of tries were scored and fun was had. Well done to all 

70 students who attended the day, you represented our school with distinction.  

 

Congratulations to our year 5 - 6 girls AFL team who represented our South 

Weston district at the regional gala day. The girls played 3 games on the day 

in very tough, wet conditions. Mr Gatwood had trained the girls for weeks 

before the gala day and, we thank him for his commitment and dedication 

to improving the skills of all the girls. The girls played in great spirit and 

improved as the day went on. Thank you to the parents/ carer and families 

who attended the day to support and cheer our girls on. 

Regards, Dean Howell 



School Psychologist Corner 

 

 

e all parent differently and it’s an almost endless task to wade through the 

many resources out there.  Each newsletter, I hope to share a couple of the 

ones that some parents have found helpful along the way. 

 
There are a lot of challenges with technology and managing digital wellbeing.  

You may have seen Dr Joanne Orlando’s article recently in the Canberra 

Times (why our kids are more vulnerable online than ever).  Her 

website has loads of great information for parents and families, advice 

on how to healthily manage screen time, and in this link she shares a 

recent study on the investigation into whether technology harms 

children or not: click here 

In her blogs, Dr. Orlando shares that: “Technology is not good or 

bad for kids, it's all about how they use it and who they use it 

with”.  As with most things, balance is a key factor.   

 

ParentTV has heaps of short videos on their YouTube 

channel that are available for free (a yearly 

subscription is available to watch longer videos) and 

range across many topics: Sibling rivalry; Attention 

seeking VS connection seeking; behaviour, mental 

health, general parenting, health and a whole lot 

more. 
 

If you think your child may be displaying symptoms of ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactive 

Disorder – both the impulsive and the inattentive kind), Dr. Brown’s resources may interest 

you: https://www.brownadhdclinic.com/media-video-podcasts .  You’ll find information 

videos, links to books and blogs.  

Many resources for parents are also available on the ACT Education website:  

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/resources-for-parents  

I hope you find lots of joy in the journey, and I look forward to sharing more in our next 

newsletter.                     

Cheryl Edward 

  

W 

 P 

School Psychologist corner 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7825253/why-our-kids-are-more-vulnerable-online-than-ever/
https://www.joanneorlando.com.au/ditch-your-stress/2021/9/19/does-technology-harm-children-or-not
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TV5abNrUyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VnIH87iXjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VnIH87iXjc
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/resources-for-parents


Actions for Happiness - Altruistic August  

  



COVID Safety Message 

Student and Staff Illness 

Please continue to keep your child at home if they are unwell and get them 
tested if they have any of the following symptoms. Anyone who is unwell, or 
symptomatic must not be at school or preschool. This applies to staff and students. If they 
attend when unwell, they will be sent home. 

COVID-19 Symptoms 

Fever or chills, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, loss of smell 

or taste, runny or blocked nose, muscle pain, joint pain, diarrhoea, nausea, headache, 

vomiting, loss of appetite, fatigue, unexplained chest pain, conjunctivitis (eye infection). 

RATs Kit Distribution 

Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should get a PCR or Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) immediately. 

Free Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) are available for all staff and students as required. Students and 

staff should do the tests at home and are required to report any positive test results to the school 

and to ACT Health. 

To request RATs please contact the front office Phone: 6142 2400 email: 

chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au 

Please visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/symptoms-and-getting-tested for advice and 

instructions about positive COVID cases. 

 

Hand Hygiene and COVID smart behaviours 

Schools will maintain and promote hand and respiratory hygiene practices. Students will need to wash hands and 

use hand sanitisers throughout the day. Hand sanitiser will be located at the entry to each classroom and students 

will sanitise as they enter and leave the classroom and periodically throughout the day as needed. 

Masks 

You are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask when entering public indoor settings or where 

it is difficult to maintain physical distancing. Face masks are one of the easiest ways to reduce 

the spread of COVID-19 in our community. For information about wearing face masks please 

visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/restrictions/face-masks 

Staff and visitors are encouraged to continue to wear masks when physical distancing of 1.5 

meters can’t be maintained - e.g., when providing personal care to a student, when working in 

close contact with other staff or students, or when travelling to excursions. Masks are not however required when 

teaching when physical distancing can be maintained, when outdoors, or when eating and drinking. Wearing of 

masks by staff under these circumstances is considered a reasonable WHS precaution to minimise the risk of COVID-

19 transmission.  

* Masks will be available at school for those who require them. Disposable masks need to be changed every four 

hours. 

  

mailto:chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/symptoms-and-getting-tested
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/restrictions/face-masks


P&C News 

Update from your Chapman Primary P&C 
 

An update from our Fundraising Coordinator, Vivienne 

Where:  School Hall 

Time:  Juniors Disco (Preschool to Year 2) 6.00 pm to 7.15 pm.  

Seniors Disco (Years 3-6) 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm. 

Cost:  $5 entry fee per child.  

Tickets are available for pre-purchase on School 24, link below. You 

can also buy tickets at the door, using cash or card. You will need to 

provide a phone number in case you need to be contacted during 

the disco. If you pre-order your tickets via School 24, we will have 

your contact number, otherwise you or your child will need to 

provide it to the P&C volunteers at the door upon arrival. Please 

make sure your child has your contact number in this case to 

provide at the door.  

https://www.school24.net.au/canteenorder/login, make sure to 

use the events tile. School24 the school code is: 2556963. 

Food & Drink: The Canteen will be open and offering hot dogs, 

drinks, ice-creams, lollies and other treats for over-the-counter 

sales. Pre-ordering food will not be available. Cash or card will be 

accepted on the night. Children are also welcome to bring their 

own labelled water bottle.  

Leaving the disco: Students must be collected from inside the hall, no student can leave without a parent or carer. 

Please make sure your children are aware of this procedure. Parents are welcome to stay, particularly for the 

Junior’s Disco.  

Parent Volunteers: Thank you to all the parents and carers who have volunteered, because of your support the disco 

is able to go ahead. 

We hope your children have a lot of fun at the disco, thank you for your cooperation. 

OMG Donuts 

Thanks to everyone who purchased OMG Donut boxes at the end of last term. We received a lot of positive feedback 

about this fundraiser, as those with food sensitivities or different dietary needs could also enjoy these treats.  

We raised $367.40. 

Upcoming Events 

We previously advertised that we were planning to hold a trivia night later in the year. Unfortunately, the P&C is 

unable to run this event this year. 

We are, however, still hoping to hold our Eat, Plant, Read Mini Fete in term 4. Watch this space for more details, 

and please start thinking about preparing some plantings now or sorting through your unwanted books, as we will be 

seeking donations closer to the event. 

  

https://www.school24.net.au/canteenorder/login


Father’s Day   SOCK Fundraiser  

Mums loved them, so we’re doing the same thing for dads!! You can buy a cool and comfy pair of socks for your dad, 

stepdad, grandfather, uncle, or any other special person in your family (including yourself) through our Father’s Day 

online sock fundraiser! This also gives you 20% off the regular price. 

Please order socks by Wednesday 24 August at 11.59pm. 

How to order: Go to the Jolly Soles website using the QR code or this link: 

https://jollysoles.com.au/discount/CHAP1?redirect=%2Fcollections%2Findividual-pairs 

You can purchase any design or size! ☺ (Most dads will probably need size L or XL). 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Important:  

Include the student’s name and class in the ordering notes and the ‘Last name’ box on the contact information page 

(e.g. Mary Jones - KDL). Shipping method is Individual Pairs – Bulk Fundraiser Groups. All orders will be sent to 

school for sorting. The 20% discount is applied at the checkout.  

An update from our Preschool Coordinator, Nina 

Book Cow Book Fair 

A big thank you to families who purchased a Preschool Wishlist Book to donate to the preschool library at the Book 

Cow Book Fair. We know that the preschool children and staff will love reading their new books. 

An update from our Uniform Shop Coordinator, Kristina 

Donations of secondhand items to the Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop is always grateful to receive donations of good quality items of school uniform for sale as second-

hand items through the shop. 

Please consider the following before donating: 

• Any donated items should be part of the items that we normally sell through the uniform shop (so for 

example no shorts that were bought at another shop) 

• Items with zips must have zippers in full working order 

• Items should not be covered in marks that did not come out with washing. One or two marks are okay 

• Items should not be excessively colour faded 

• Items should have the new logo 

We do not accept donation of hats unless they are unworn (they shrink when washed, even if by hand, and tend not 

to fit well) 

We do not currently accept donations of school bags as unfortunately we do not have enough space to store more 

than we already have. Please consider donating them through groups like Buy Nothing or your contacts in the 

community. 

  

https://jollysoles.com.au/discount/CHAP1?redirect=%2Fcollections%2Findividual-pairs


Community Messages 

 

 


