Communicator

Term 3, Week 6
Friday, 26 August 2022

What’s Happening at
Chapman
Monday 29 August
ICAS Maths
Tuesday 30 August
Preschool CMAG Excursion
Frogs & Spots
Year 6 Kulture Break Workshop
Wednesday 31 August
School Board Meeting
Monday 5 September to
Wednesday 7 September
Year 4 Kianinny Bush Cottages
Camp
Year 6 Kulture Break Workshop
Thursday 8 September
Preschool EMAG Excursion
Stripes & Turtles
ACT Athletics Carnival
Friday 9 September
Pupil Free Day

Displaying our new CPS Flag at the South Weston Athletics Carnival

Tuesday 13 September
The Music Man Performance
Frogs & Spots

Recent Communication

Thursday 15 September
The Music Man Performance
Stripes & Turtles

Kindergarten Shade Structure Construction
4DK Teaching Arrangements
Year 5 & Year 6 Woodwind Bands Participation 2022
Year 6 Camp Jindabyne Parent Information and Permission Note

https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_school/Permission_Notes
Uniform Shop Opening Days & Times

Canteen

Monday – 8.30 am to 9.30 am
Wednesday – 2.45 pm to 3.30 pm

Open – Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Online orders only via

https://chapman-ps-uniforms.square.site/

https://www.school24.net.au/.

46 Perry Drive, Chapman ACT 2611 | Ph: 6142 2400
Email: chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au | Website: www.chapmanps.act.edu.au
Principal: James Barnett - chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au
Board Chair: Melanie Selems melsryder@hotmail.com
P&C President – Kate Hamilton – chapman.pcpresident@gmail.com
After School Care: Kellie Hackett – afters.cpasc@gmail.com
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Principals Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
I thank all our families for your ongoing support for our school community. We know that you appreciate and
understand the responsibilities we have to each other and that we can expect high standards of safety, care and
kindness as we journey further in to 2022.
Dress Standards and Uniforms Information
Chapman School’s uniform and dress standards meet the requirements of the Education Directorate’s Dress
Standards and Uniforms in Canberra Public Schools 2019 Policy. Our uniform was designed with our school
community including students, staff and families and was endorsed by the School Board. Our school uniform is a
visual representation of the standards expected of students and plays an important role in promoting a positive
image of our school. Our uniform aims to support all students to participate fully in school life and help create a
sense of identity and a school culture in which every student experiences a sense of belonging. Our school’s uniform
ensures all students are easily recognisable as belonging to our school and are dressed safely and appropriately for
school activities.
The wearing of school uniforms can also assist to:
•
•

promote a sense of inclusiveness and equal opportunity
make school clothing more affordable for families by eliminating the risk of peer pressure to wear transiently
fashionable and expensive clothes.

Book Week
The theme for Book Week 2022 is ‘Dreaming with your eyes open‘. What a fantastic topic that has been used in a
number of different ways in our classrooms, author visits, school dress up parade and Library. Book week has been
celebrated at Chapman throughout August. ‘Dreaming with your eyes open’ is such a perfect description of the

search to discover our next great book. An incredible story can feel like treasure when it speaks to you and
understands the way you think and feel. But not every book is perfect for everyone. I sometimes put down just as
many books as I finish, but I never give up the hunt for the next great read. Writing feels the same. Some days you
dig lots of empty holes. Other days you trip over a creative treasure.
Our tip to you is about finding your next great book and imagining stories of inspiration. So, discover your next great
read and your secret power of reading, share a book.
Satisfaction Survey and Australian School Climate Measurement Tool
You should have received a letter outlining login details and a code for the 2022 Chapman School survey. By doing
this survey you will help us improve our school for you and our community. The survey results will contribute to our
school improvement processes and will also be used in public interest research projects and longitudinal studies
aimed at improving the quality of services in the ACT. The survey will take about 15 minutes to complete. No
personal information will be provided to any school.
Staff Planning Day
Just a friendly reminder for everyone that our second staff planning day is fast approaching. On Friday 9 September
(week 8), we are asking families for their support to allow our teaching and support teams to continue their
collaborative planning, assessment and administrative work that allows our staff to provide highly engaging learning
for the children in the classroom. We do understand the impact of these planning days and we would like you to
know that we appreciate all of your continued support.
I hope this week 6 communicator finds you all in good spirits.
Yours faithfully,
James M. Barnett
Principal

2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey

On Wednesday 17 August an invitation was sent to our Chapman families to participate in the 2022 School
Satisfaction & Climate Survey.

The 2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is available online
until Friday 9 September.
The Education Directorate invites you to give feedback in an online survey about your experience of our
school. Your responses will help us to identify what we do well and how we can improve. The data will also be
used to underpin school improvement practices and inform government priorities, as well as in research
projects and longitudinal studies aimed at improving the quality of education services in the ACT.
Find the ONLINE survey at https://acteducation.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0SM21r8U6W56JW6
Your login for the survey is the email by which you receive school correspondence, and the school code for our
school CHPP.
All personal information will be handled in accordance with the Territory Privacy Principles set out in the
Information Privacy Act 2014. Details about how personal information is stored and used are available in our
Privacy Policy (available at education.act.gov.au). Your responses will be only reported and used in aggregate
with responses from other students. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or
college.
Our students in years 4 to 6 will also be completing a survey about their experience of public education.
Student Surveys will be completed in class in the presence of classroom teachers and educators over the time
the survey is open. All surveys will take approximately 5-10 minutes to complete.
If you did not receive the survey invitation email, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, contact
the school and we will provide a survey link. If you do not have an email listed with the school, please contact
the school on 6142 2400.
The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi,
Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish, Telugu, French and Italian. Respondents can select their
preferred language when they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is
also available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at
the Front Office.
For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers,
staff and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take
part.
For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-andclimate-survey.

Preschool

Students in Frogs and Turtles have been enjoying
imaginative play at our campsite, cooking on the BBQ
and having lots of hot chocolates.
We’ve also been exploring the abstract art of Piet
Mondrian in preparation for their visit to CMAG,
creating our own abstract art.
We’ve made our own fossils with salt dough and have
been using magnifying glasses to see all the fine detail.

The focus in our small world play is
The Magic Hat by Mem Fox. We created houses
for the town in the story drawing and cutting out
windows and doors.

Spots and Stipes students have enjoyed
participating in our clouds and rain science
experiment for National Science Week. We
added drops of blue water to the top of
shaving cream, observing what happens when
clouds become heavy with water droplets.
Students in Spots and
Stripes have continued
exploring the Inquiry Unit
on creativity, enjoying
creating a range of
artworks inspired by the
book Big Rain Coming by
Katrina Germein. We’ve
created some fabulous
rainy weather artworks
using wax and edicol dye.

Kindergarten

Social and emotional learning is a priority in kindergarten. We have been learning to
recognise our emotions and respond appropriately. Some strategies we have been learning
to support children’s wellbeing are:
Finger Breathing

Belly Breathing

Snake Breathing

Going to a calm space

Naming the feeling
and talking about it
At Bushkids we practised
mindfulness by closing our
eyes and using our 5 senses
to list:

5 things we could see
4 things we could hear
3 things we could feel
2 things we could smell
1 thing we could taste

Celebrating Bookweek in
Kindergarten.
Our favourite book
characters

LHQ

This term LHQ has teamed up with kindergarten to
participate in the Bushkids program. Every fortnight
we walk up to Cooleman Ridge and spend time
investigating and enjoying nature play. Students
enjoy climbing trees, building ‘bases’ and exploring
our natural environment.

Year 1

Students in year 1 have been inquiring into different ways that we can keep our bodies
healthy and active through food and exercise. During Inquiry students have researched
different foods, their nutrients and how they fuel our bodies. We also observed what
happens to our bodies when we are active and why it is so important. Students created
posters on how they can stay healthy using all the information they had learnt.

We celebrated book week last week,
enjoying a book week parade where we
showed off our amazing costumes!

Year 2

To begin our book week celebrations, year 2
students had a visit from the author Shelly
Unwin. She was kind enough to read her book
‘There’s a Baddie Running Through This Book’
and shared her writing process with the
students. Afterwards, year 2 students were
excited to write their own stories.

We continued our Book Week celebrations on
Friday by dressing up as our favourite book
character. Such an amazing effort went into the
costumes, it was a wonderful experience.

Year 3

Year 4

As part of our History unit, we have been looking at Australia ‘before contact’. Within
this we have looked at what ‘Country’ means to First Peoples and how they connect
and look after Country. We were fortunate to have Ms Lane from the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Education Team visit to deliver a workshop looking at Connection
to Country and how stories can be represented in art works. Students have created
their own story in their art work using paint pens with a leaf as their canvas.

Year 5

This past fortnight has seen our year 5 girls take the spotlight and continue their
push for sporting greatness with a focus on AFL. After a strong showing at the
first-round robin, not so long ago. The girls were also invited to the next round,
playing at the infamous Philip oval. A great effort by all players! Members of the
GWS Giants AFL team came a visit to the school to say, ‘G’day’ as well.
A big congratulations to Doyle house who won the coveted most house points in Term 2.
We move to narrative poetry this week. A big thanks to Mrs Jacinta Froud who volunteered her time teaching the
students about planning for a narrative poem.
In Maths, we are working on fractions, fractions on a number line and problem-solving using fraction, as well as
data collection and how we present data.
In Science, students will begin a new and exciting unit this week all about light. A special
thanks to ‘the academy of future skills’ who will take the lead in presenting this fun and
innovative unit to the students.

Kind regards, Dan Gatwood, Caitlin Law, Tina MacDonnell and Liz Needham

Year 6

Year 6 Class of 2022

In year 6 we have been writing persuasive texts, linked to our science unit. Our
aim was to convince the government of the benefits of a specific renewable
energy source and why they should invest more money into that technology.
These are some samples of the texts.
To the Honourable Mr Shane Rattenbury MP
This year alone coal power plants have made 3.5 billion kwh of energy. I am outraged that it
is 2022 and we are still relying on coal power plants that are ruining the environment that I
have to grow up in. Can you imagine coal killing young helpless children? Coal is such a
waste of space when we can use the environment for energy.
______________
I have a serious and deep concern about energy. I strongly believe you must invest major
money into wind turbines. I have outlined some reasons for you. Firstly, wind has been
used as an energy source on this earth for more than 2000 years. It was invented in 200 BC
for farms. Another reason is they have taken up barely any space so you can put them
anywhere you want. Plus, a small windmill can power a home. It is the cheapest renewable
option.
______________
Government, do you know what damage you have and are causing to the planet? The
energy you are using to provide electricity is killing the earth, have you realised that there
are heaps of more sustainable and cheaper energy’s that you could use?
______________
As a member of the future generation, it has come to my attention that we are severely
polluting the environment with the many non-renewable and harmful energy sources
currently under use. I strongly believe if we take action now, and use more sustainable
energy, we can change our future for the better.
______________
Solar energy must be invested in to stop Australia from going so far into fossil fuels and the
pollution they bring, that we can't come back. Solar energy provides a renewable and
inexhaustible source that creates jobs and is already used across the country in rooftop
solar.
Mark Edmunds, Rheannon Robson, Joanne Lawson, Nicki Johannes

School Psychologist Corner

School Psychologist corner

T

here is a lot of talk in social media about the increase
in anxiety that we are seeing in children. Anxietyrelated google searches reached a record high in the
early days of covid. There have been reports of
increases from 52% to as high as 300% (and if it says it on
Facebook, it must be true, right?

).

The good news is that with the increase in searches, there is
a huge increase in resources available for families to support
children who may be showing signs of anxiety. US School
Psychologist, Rebecca Branstetter (pictured here), has
newsletters, free videos, and tips shared through her FB and
Instagram profile: https://rebeccabranstetter.com/

C

hild Mind Institute also have many free resources to
help families manage stress in a healthy way, with some great tips on managing
stress with mindfulness. When we model our successful strategies to children, we
not only support our own management of stress, we help
children with their worries. We can encourage them to
practice skills that will be a benefit for a lifetime.
https://childmind.org/article/how-to-avoid-passinganxiety-on-to-your-kids/

A reminder that many resources are also available on the ACT Education website:
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/resources-for-parents
As with most things, if you are concerned about the symptoms, professional help can be
sought through your GP, paediatrician, or an external provider.
Child and Family Centres ACT – a guide to programs and services

Cheryl Edward

Actions for Happiness - Altruistic August

P&C News

Update from your Chapman Primary P&C

An update from our Fundraising Coordinator, Vivienne
Father’s Day Jolly Soles Sock Fundraiser
Thanks to everyone who purchased socks for our Father’s Day fundraiser. We’ll advise the
amount raised next edition. Students will receive their socks via their classrooms by the
end of next week.

Disco update
The disco was a wonderful success on Friday 12 August, raising $1,560 for the P&C. We had
around 370 students across the two discos enjoy the dancing, games and music provided by DJ
Dennis, and the evening provided an opportunity for many parents to get together and enjoy a
chat too. The canteen proved a hit, with lots of children enjoying purchasing their own snacks on
the night.
A big thank you to everyone who made the event a great night. From our parent volunteers helping on the door, in
the canteen or cleaning up afterwards, to Mr Barnett and the office staff for supporting the event, and specifically to
Mrs Belinda Bacon, Mrs Michelle Lord and Mr Dean Howell, who gave up their time on Friday night to provide
additional supervision, the P&C Committee is very grateful.

Eat, Plant, Read Fair – Sunday 6 November 2022 – Save the date!!
Springtime is around the corner.
Sunday 6 November 2022 is the big
day for Chapman Primary School’s
Eat, Plant, Read Fair. The Plant Stall
has been a great fundraiser for the
school, and now is the time to get
dirty and pot some plants for us!!
We’ll also be holding a second-hand book stall, so please
look through your books at home and put aside
children’s and adult books in reasonable condition that
are ready for a new home.
We’re also looking for volunteers to join the Eat, Plant,
Read Fair subcommittee.
This is a one-off organising committee to assist the
existing P&C Committee with the many tasks that need
to be done in the lead-up to the event to make it a
success. In the coming weeks we’ll also put a request out
for volunteers to help get things sorted ahead of the
event and on the day.
If you’re interested in joining the subcommittee, please
send an email to pcchapman.fundraising@gmail.com or
come along to the next P&C meeting on Wednesday,
7 September at 6.15pm in the school staff room to find
out more.

Chapman Primary School
P&C meeting
When:

Wednesday 7th September 2022 @ 6:15 pm

Where:

School Staff Room (near the front office)

We invite you to come along to the next P&C meeting - meet other members of the school community, hear what’s
talked about and have your say.
Please contact Jack Knowles (chapman.pcsecretary@gmail.com) if you would like to attend or if you have any
questions.

Chapman Primary School P&C Afters Sub-Committee meeting
When:

Monday 29th August 2022 @ 6:15 pm

Where:

Afters Building

Please contact Meagan (cpasc.secretary@gmail.com) if you have any questions.

COVID Safety Message
Student and Staff Illness

Please continue to keep your child at home if they are unwell and get them
tested if they have any of the following symptoms. Anyone who is unwell, or
symptomatic must not be at school or preschool. This applies to staff and students. If they
attend when unwell, they will be sent home.
COVID-19 Symptoms
Fever or chills, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, loss of smell
or taste, runny or blocked nose, muscle pain, joint pain, diarrhoea, nausea, headache,
vomiting, loss of appetite, fatigue, unexplained chest pain, conjunctivitis (eye infection).
RATs Kit Distribution
Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should get a PCR or Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) immediately.
Free Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) are available for all staff and students as required. Students and
staff should do the tests at home and are required to report any positive test results to the school
and to ACT Health.
To request RATs please contact the front office Phone: 6142 2400 email:
chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au
Please visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/symptoms-and-getting-tested for advice and
instructions about positive COVID cases.

Hand Hygiene and COVID smart behaviours
Schools will maintain and promote hand and respiratory hygiene practices. Students will need to wash hands and
use hand sanitisers throughout the day. Hand sanitiser will be located at the entry to each classroom and students
will sanitise as they enter and leave the classroom and periodically throughout the day as needed.
Masks
You are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask when entering public indoor settings or where
it is difficult to maintain physical distancing. Face masks are one of the easiest ways to reduce
the spread of COVID-19 in our community. For information about wearing face masks please
visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/restrictions/face-masks
Staff and visitors are encouraged to continue to wear masks when physical distancing of 1.5
meters can’t be maintained - e.g., when providing personal care to a student, when working in
close contact with other staff or students, or when travelling to excursions. Masks are not however required when
teaching when physical distancing can be maintained, when outdoors, or when eating and drinking. Wearing of
masks by staff under these circumstances is considered a reasonable WHS precaution to minimise the risk of COVID19 transmission.
* Masks will be available at school for those who require them. Disposable masks need to be changed every four
hours.

Community Messages

COOLEMAN FARM NEIGHBOURHOOD PARK
A PLACE FOR ALL
RELAX PLAY VOLUNTEER
CoolemanFNPark@gmail.com
Facebook:@CoolemanFNPark
Cooleman Farm Neighbourhood Park is enclosed by Bertel Crescent Chapman and can be accessed via
the Perry Drive Layby and Bouccicault and Brough Places.
Our Volunteer Group has been busy responding to community request to provide shade, seating,
habitat and intergenerational usability. Come and see what’s happening.

SPRING PLANTING COMMUNITY FUN DAY
September 11
Planting from 10:00 – 12:00
To raise funds for our Bike Track we are holding a
Sausage Sizzle, Plant and Cake stalls from 10:00 – 1:00
Please encourage your family, friends and neighbours to come and
join us.
Games for children of all ages from 11:30 until 12:30

