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Coming Events 

Tuesday 23 May 

• IMP Band rehearsal 

• Dance Nation Workshop 

Monday 29 May 

• Reconciliation Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 30 May 

• Year 5 Combined Band rehearsal 

• Dance Nation 

Thursday 1 June 

• Book Swap Fundraiser 

Tuesday 6 June 

• South/Weston Cross Country 

Championships 

• Dance Nation 

Wednesday 7 June 

• Board Meeting 

Monday 12 June 

• Sovereign’s Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 13 June 

• Dance Nation  

Wednesday 14 June 

• P&C Meeting 

Thursday 15 June 

• ACT Cross Country Championship 

Monday 19 June 

• Preschool Music Man Incursion 

Tuesday 20 June 

• Dance Nation 

Wednesday 21 June 

• MindUP Parents and Carers Workshop 

Thursday 22 June 

• Preschool Music Man Incursion 

Recent Notes Home 

• Year 6 Combined Band rehearsal 

• South/Weston Region Cross Country Championships 

All notes available at: Chapman Primary Website – Notes Home 
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Principals Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

‘Writers need to be heard: let’s model and inspire.’ – Jeff Anderson 

We write because we have something to say. The ability to write clearly and purposefully continues to be a critical 

ingredient for educational success, and it is one of the main mediums through which children both learn and 

demonstrate their understanding. 

The task of writing is complex and needs to be taught explicitly like any other skill, with explicit instruction, and the 

opportunity for practice. The children need to know and what to do, to succeed in writing. They also require the skills 

and knowledge to support them to write for meaning and for pleasure. 

At Chapman PS we believe: -  

• Writing must happen every day for a range of purposes and audiences. 

• Writing needs to be explicitly taught. 

• Students should receive regular quality feedback. 

There are two aspects of writing that are essential for students of all ages to understand are the Writing Process, and 

the qualities of what good writers know and do. The diagram below displays the Writing Process that will be explicitly 

taught in all year levels across our school:  

 

The areas we have identified as a strength in the students writing across the school are Voice and Ideas. The areas 

we will particularly focusing on across the school to improve the students writing in 2023 are word choice, 

vocabulary and sentences. Over the course of 5 week cycles each term, every single class sets goals and targets for 

each individual student for the 5 weeks focused learning, These writing goals and targets are always visible to our 

students and linked to our whole school focus on improving the rate of growth in writing for all students in our 

school. During 2022 we refined and developed a Writing Analysis Tool which provides a holistic picture and 

understanding of students as writers Kindergarten to Year 6. This tool will be used to track the growth and 

development of our students’ learning.  

  



Parking Safety Reminder 

To ensure the safety of our students, especially 

at busy traffic drop-off and pickup times, please 

follow all road and parking signs around and on 

school grounds. This area in the Perry Drive 

carpark is for drivers to pull into to drop-off and 

pickup students only. Please do not park for 

extended periods of time or leave your car 

unattended in this area.  

Staffing  

Our staffing remains stable, however as we are now into the colder months, many of our staff and their families are 

becoming unwell. We thank you for your patience as we try to cover classes each day. Our decision making is based 

around attempting to ensure the least amount of disruption for our students. Just a gentle reminder to please keep 

your children at home if they are unwell. We know that this may be challenging at times as we juggle work and 

family. Stopping the spread of illness will continue to support our school community and will help us to keep our 

staff well so that they are able continue the teaching and learning programs for the children. 

Yours faithfully, 

James M. Barnett 

Principal  

 

Active travel program evaluation 

Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) is undertaking an evaluation of the school active travel programs, 

including the Ride or Walk to School, Active Streets for Schools and School Crossing Supervisor programs.  

As part of the evaluation, TCCS is requesting school communities to complete a short online survey about their travel 

habits to and from school. The survey can be accessed through this link or via the QR code below.  

TCCS has engaged First Person Consulting (FPC) – a Melbourne-based evaluation 

consultancy – to manage the evaluation and the surveys. FPC will not be collecting any 

identifiable information from anyone completing the survey, and all responses will be 

kept confidential and anonymous.  

TCCS appreciates your support to evaluate these programs to continue to enhance the 

program offerings to schools.  

 

 

Enrol now for 2024. 

Enrol here for preschool or high school 

Do you have a year 6 student at Chapman Primary School? You can now enrol 

them for High School in 2024. 

Do you know someone with children ready to enrol in preschool? Lodge and 

online enrolment now for 2024. 

Complete your online enrolment by 2 June to receive an offer by 24 July 2023.  

 

  

https://fpc.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9zU82MwDxaxYEwS
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/enrolling-in-a-public-school


What is happening at school? 

 

 

Earlier this year, Chapman Primary registered to participate in the new ACT Sustainable Schools Program.  This 

program is based on a successful scheme that has been occurring in Victoria over the last couple of years and offers a 

new set of modules and actions that must be undertaken to be recertified as a 5-star sustainable school. Excitingly, 

we are the first school in Canberra to officially get the ball rolling! This year we are focusing on collecting our 

baseline data to set goals around reducing waste and electricity usage and increasing biodiversity. 

Events 

This Saturday, May 20 is World Bee Day! Bees are an essential part of our world. They help with food security, 

biodiversity, and overall ecosystem health. World Bee Day is all about raising awareness of the amazing things that 

bees do and the importance of protecting them. In Australia, we have roughly 2000 species of native bees. There is 

an event at the Embassy of Belgium on Saturday 20 May, and a webinar on Sunday May 21. 

  



Preschool 

 

Mother’s Day Afternoon 
Thank you to all the family members who supported our Mother’s Day afternoons. Our 

preschoolers pampered their mums, or special guests, with hand massages and afternoon tea. 

Much fun was had at our selfie stations and students enjoyed reading with their mums. 

Cross Country 
The Turtles and Stipes ran in the Cross-Country last week. 

400m seemed a long way for some of us, others could have 

kept on running. 

Indonesian  
We learn Indonesian using the ELLA app on our 

ipads at preschool.  Our current focus is learning 

numbers 1-10. 

Satu (one), dua (two), tiga (three), empat (four), 

lima (five), enam (six), tujuh (seven), delapan 

(eight), Sembilan (nine), pepuluh (ten). 

  



Kindergarten 

 

All things active  
Research shows us that physical activity has many benefits for young children. This is why we aim 

to have 30 minutes of P.E a day at school. Here are some ways that we are physically active in 

kindergarten. 

Gross motor 

Over term 1 and 2, Kindergarten have been strengthening their bodies and developing their skills 

in gross motor. The children love rotating around the activities, that target specific gross motor 

skills. The program aims to develop balance, hand- and foot-eye coordination, throwing, catching, 

kicking, jumping, and strength throughout the whole body. 

School sports events 

Kindergarten participated in the school cross country 

where they ran 400 meters. While some found it hard, 

we all pushed ourselves and ran as fast as we could. 

Everyone looked amazing in their bright house colours. 

Great running kindy! 

When the weather 

is sunny, we go 

outside and explore 

various skills 

through free play.  

Currently, some of 

the kindergarten classes are exploring soccer. 

 

  

 



Learning HQ 

 

 

 

We have started exploring shapes in LHQ this term. We can use shapes to 

make pictures and patterns. We enjoyed talking about the features of 

different shapes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The senior LHQ students have 

drafted the first part of their book 

reviews. We begin our review by trying 

to hook the reader in, before 

summarising the book we are 

reviewing. We are trying to persuade 

our reader to read the great book we 

have chosen.  

 

  



 

Year 1 

 

Year 1’s latest inquiry unit has been focusing on light and sound.  We have investigated their 

sources (where they come from) and how they travel.   

This unit involves a range of new and tricky vocabulary and concepts. Year 1 have been 

demonstrating their capability and excitement to be scientists through participating in the full 

process of experiments from making predictions to 

sharing their findings. 

To find out what materials are transparent, translucent 

and opaque we tested a range of objects from around 

the room to see whether all, some, or no light could 

pass through them.  As all good scientists do, we wrote 

down and drew our observations so that we can share 

our findings with others! 

To learn about the direction light travels, we 

participated in three experiments: a peep box, light 

tunnel, and looking through water.  To get the best 

understanding you really need to look at things from 

every angle as you can see from our photos! 

  



Year 2 

 

Year 2 students are currently learning about the water cycle, and the uses of water in science. Last 

week, we went on an excursion to the Cotter Dam where we did some activities that taught us 

about water including how the water from the reservoir is used; a treasure hunt along the river; 

and a walk to learn more about the Cotter Dam, the animals that live there, and the 3Ps that can 

go down a toilet. Come along to the week 6 assembly to learn more!  

 

 

 

  



Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 3 have been having a red-hot time exploring our new Science inquiry, ‘The Heat is On’. We have 

been learning about how heat moves and the different ways it can be transferred. We can’t wait to 

share our learning with you at this week’s assembly. We’ve also been looking at artwork by Laurel 

Birch, an American artist whose signature style included saturated colours and intricate patterns. She 

also LOVED cats! 

 



Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 were lucky to have Adam Shipp join us on 

an excursion to the local ridge. We learnt about 

different plants and what they are used for. 

Some of the things we found included bush 

carrots, iron bark and false sarsaparilla which 

can be used to make a tea. 



Year 5 

 

 

The students in year 5 have been working on informative writing, with the topic of Bushfires. As 

part of the writing process, they needed to research and gather information from a wide range of 

sources such as news articles, websites, podcasts and books. Each class was assigned a couple of 

sources from which they researched to find out more about the topic. They then went around the 

room jotting down their contributions to the knowledge bank posters. It was great to see all 

students engaged in the process and their satisfaction in helping to broaden our knowledge base.  

 



Year 6 

 

 

  

Year 6 firing up during their final Cross Country at Chapman 

Primary. 

Year 6 have been working very hard on their Narrative Poems during Term 2.  The students started 

spending time planning and editing their stanzas. Making sure that they drew accurate and entertaining 

illustrations for their books. Students then spent time typing and compiling their final copies into a 

Narrative Poetry showpiece. A big thanks to all families who supported this initiative with a lot of time 

spent on illustrations and the editing process. 

Year 6 demonstrated their superior leadership 

qualities running the PBL (Positive Behaviour for 

Learning) day at Chapman Primary.  

Year 6 Craft Club - Handmade cards $2,00 each or 6 for $10.00 - The craft club uses the money from sale of cards to buy new 

resources, allowing for different craft projects to continue throughout the year. 

 



Sport & PE 

 

 

AFL News 

So exciting! We are the champions! 

Chapman Primary School had 4 teams enter the South Weston AFL 

gala day on Tuesday May 16 at Hughes Oval. Thank you to  

Mr G and Mr Q for training and coaching these teams. The weather 

was amazing, and we played some great footy. We had some 

awesome results. We had a girls and boys team win the South 

Weston district carnival. That means, these teams will play off against other ACT regions with an 

opportunity to become ACT champions. We wish the 2 teams all the best on July 18. 

Thank you, parents and carers, for attending and supporting on the day. 



Cross Country Information 

What a spectacular day we had for our cross-country carnival. Thank you to everyone who came out to enjoy the sun 

and the run. It was so nice to see families, parents and friends enjoying this event.  

Every student who participated earnt their house points and, those who finished inside the top 10 earnt bonus house 

points. Congratulations to Austin who won the cross-country carnival. Doyle came in second, Perry third and Namo 

came in fourth. Information regarding the South Weston cross country carnival will be handed out next week to 

those who qualified. 

Thank you, Chapman PS community, for supporting this whole school event. 

Well done to Doyle for winning the house cup for term 1. Mandri and Darcy collected the cup at their celebration 

disco and games afternoon in week 3. Doyle celebrated winning the house cup! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Volunteers for the South Weston Athletics Carnival on Thursday August 17 

Dear parents and carers. 

I am calling for about 30 volunteers to provide support to our school to run a major district sporting event in term 3. 

No experience is necessary as I will conduct an information session prior to the day and Athletics ACT provide 

support on the day also. 

Chapman Primary School has the pleasure of running the South Weston Athletics Carnival on Thursday August 17. 

We host this event every 7 years and will need a significant number of volunteers to ensure the day runs as smoothly 

as possible. Some of volunteer positions to be filled are: 

• Measuring field events 

• Marshalling athletes  

• Recording field events 

• Equipment organising 

• Announcing 

Volunteers will be required to be at Woden athletics track from 8.00 am until 2.00 pm. It would be greatly 

appreciated if volunteers can manage to attend for the whole day. 

If you are interested in being a volunteer for this event, please email dean.howell@ed.act.edu.au with your name 

and contact information.  

Our school will also be providing canteen services on this day. 

Thank you for your support in advance, Kind regards 

Dean Howell.  

mailto:dean.howell@ed.act.edu.au


Psychologist Corner 

 

Building connections… 
Modelling calm when we’re feeling frustrated can be difficult, especially when 

we’re running out of patience at the end of the day.  That’s why it can be really 

helpful to print out some scripts or tips that fit your parenting style and stick them 

on the fridge.  That way, you can pause…and respond – just like we want our kids 

to do. 

Here are a few examples, and you’ll find more on their social media pages: 

 

 
 

See Dr. Siggie, ParentTV, Maggie Dent, and The Therapist Parent for more strategies on navigating the 

challenges of family life. 

Cheryl Edward 

School Psychologist  

School Psychologist Corner 



   

P&C 

 

 

Canteen 

Open – Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday 

Online orders  

Uniform Shop 

Monday – 8.45 am to 9.15 am 
Thursday – 2.45 pm to 3.15 pm 

Online Orders 

OSHC 

Before School: 7.30 am - 9.00 am 

After School: 3.00 pm – 6.00 pm 

Contacts 

 

Upcoming P&C Meeting 

The next Chapman Primary P&C Meeting will be held on Wednesday 14 June at 6.15 pm in the staff room (entry via 

the front office entrance). The meeting will commence with our second "Chapman Conversation", an information 

session with Jacinta Froud, Chapman Primary's Author in Residence 6.15 pm - 6.30 pm. All members of the school 

community are welcome to attend. Reminders will be distributed to all families via email prior to the meeting.   

Special AGM information 

At the close of our last meeting, we held a special AGM to fill open positions. We elected Victoria Mews to the 

position of Vice President and Nichole Fisher-Clout to the position of book club coordinator. 

Thank you Volunteers!!! 

The P&C has run two exciting events over the last few weeks – the school disco and the mother’s day stall. We would 

like to extend a huge thank you to all the volunteers who generously gave their time in support of those events. The 

kids loved the disco and stall, and we simply wouldn’t be able to put those events on without the help of volunteers. 

And a big thank you to the Executive Staff who supported the disco night. Without their attendance the disco would 

not be possible. Thank you also to all who donated items for the mother’s day stall. Special thanks here to the 

Kimmings family who donated generously from local business moonflower candles. 

Approximately $4,500 was raised at the disco, and $1,440 from the mother’s day stall. This money contributes to our 

annual $15,000 donation to the school for additional materials, as well as keeping canteen prices as low as possible.  

If you have any feedback, please don't hesitate to email chapman.pcsecretary@gmail.com 

Are you interesting in helping with the school fete? 

The P&C are considering running a school fete on Sunday 5 November this year. In order to plan the fete, we need a 

group of volunteers to share the load. If you think you might be interested in helping out, please email Alice on 

chapman.pcpresident@gmail.com. We welcome any amount of help so please don’t feel discouraged if you can only 

volunteer for a specific task. 

Preschool 

Hot Cross Buns 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the preschool's hot cross bun fundraiser in Term 1. We raised $400, which has 

gone directly back into funding learning activities and resources for the preschoolers.  

Picture plates 

This term, Chapman Preschool P&C Sub-Committee are running our much-loved annual Picture products Fundraiser. 

Your child's unique artwork is transformed into durable, high-quality melamine Pictureplates that will last a lifetime. 

Both decorative and useful, Pictureplates are simply beautiful. Children love eating off their very own Pictureplates, 

and as the years go by and they grow up and have their own families, their Pictureplates will bring back memories of 

their time at Chapman Preschool.  

https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_community/canteen
https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_community/Uniform_Shop
https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_community/before_and_after_school_care
mailto:chapman.pcpresident@gmail.com


 

Your child can use photos, markers, paints and handprints to create their artwork, and you can have as many copies 

made as you'd like, so it's a fantastic gift idea for grandparents and other family members. With production time and 

postage, we expect to receive the items ordered in August 2023. 

Notes, templates and further information have gone home with the preschoolers this week, please note drawings 

are due in by Friday 26 May 2023. If you have questions, please email chapmanpreschoolfundraising@gmail.com 

Other Messages 

    

Nominations for the Fred Hollows 

Humanity Award 2023 (Year 6) 

The Fred Hollows Humanity Award 

recognises Year 6 students who make a 

positive difference in their community. It 

celebrates students who show compassion, 

integrity and kindness in their everyday lives. 

Teachers, principals, parents, and members 

of the community are all encouraged to 

nominate. Nominations can be submitted 

online through the Fred Hollows Humanity 

Award 2023 - Nomination Form. 

 

https://www.hollows.org/au/humanityaward
https://www.hollows.org/au/humanityaward

