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Coming Events 

Friday 29 February 

• Year 5-6 Netball Carnival 

Tuesday 5 - Wednesday 6 March 

• Year 5 Camp Birrigai 

Thursday 7 March 

• Chapman Come Together – Community 

Event 

Monday 11 March 

• Canberra Day Public Holiday 

Monday 18 March 

• Year 1 Birrigai Excursion: 1EM & 1DD 

Monday 18 – Wednesday 20 March 

• Year 6 Camp Borambola 

Thursday 21 March 

• Year 1 Birrigai Excursion: 1DL & 1SE 

• Harmony Day 

Friday 22 March 

• Swimming Carnival – years 2-6 

• National Ride 2 School Day 

Recent Notes Home 

• Year 6 Dance Nation and Schools Spectacular  

• Year 1 Birrigai Excursion 

• Chapman Primary School Food Safety Message 

All notes available at: Chapman Primary Website – Notes Home 

School Break Times 

BREAK 1 

10.30 am - Supervised eating time 

10.40 am - Break 1 

11.10 am - End Break 1 

BREAK 2 

12.40 pm - Supervised eating time 

12.50 pm - Break 2 

01.30 pm - End Break 2 
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Principals Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I thank you for the fabulous start we have enjoyed to the school year, and your support to our school. Our students 

have returned with a spring in their step, while our teachers, educators, administrative staff and students are excited 

by the prospects of 2024. 

For 2024, we continue our ongoing focus for individuals to achieve a clear sense of belonging and purpose with 

Chapman Primary School, in addition to connecting with others to build and strengthen relationships. Our focus on 

strengthening relationships will always be working towards empowering students to be engaged, committed and 

collaborating effectively across all elements of the school. The students have settled into new routines, established 

classroom agreements and a positive atmosphere exists throughout the school in the classrooms and on the 

playground.  

It was with great pleasure that I attended the first P&C meeting of the year last week. I thank our current P&C 

committee for sharing an insightful look into how the P&C supports our community, our priorities at Chapman 

Primary School and connecting with families. At this meeting I shared my priorities I have charged myself with the 

Chapman school community:  

• Action our culture, mission and vision of Chapman Primary School. 

• Embed our underpinning beliefs and priorities. 

• Build upon our purpose of a high-quality education to support all students achieve success. 

• Upgrade to the Junior playground equipment, Softfall and seating areas in the Junior playground area.  

2024 Action Plan 

The school leadership team and the School Board have established and are driving a strong improvement agenda for 

Chapman Primary School grounded in evidence from research and practice expressed in terms of improvements in 

measurable student outcomes. Below is an outline of the school’s priorities for 2024: 

School’s Vision:  

‘We aim to develop students who demonstrate resilience, respect, integrity and independence; and who are 

academically and socially prepared for the future’. 

School’s Mission:  

‘We provide an exciting, innovative and holistic education to develop students who are: educationally prepared for 

the future; engaged and responsible lifelong learners; literate and numerate; able to problem solve and think 

critically and creatively; skilled in managing relationships; respectful to self, others and the environment; kind, caring 

and compassionate’.  

Priority – Improve the rate of growth in Writing for all students:  

- Develop an explicit, coherent, sequenced plan for curriculum delivery across the years of school. 

- Build staff understanding of curriculum in order to plan effective teaching and learning.  

- Embed differentiated writing teaching and learning. 

- Embed a whole school writing assessment tool. 

- Promote and maintain a learning environment reflective of high expectations for all students to learn 

successfully using the positive behaviours for learning framework.  

Yours faithfully, 

James M. Barnett 

Principal  

 

  



Start of year Reminders 

 

 

 

The beginning of the school year is a good time to assess your child’s medical needs and update any information you 

have previously given to the school.  

For information about this please visit Medical Information or contact the school front office on 6142 2400 or at 

Chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au for further advice, questions and information. 

• Medical Information and Consent Form 

• Known Medical Condition Response Plan 

• Medication Authorisation and Administration Record 

• Medication Authorisation and Administration Record - Diabetes 

 

 

Volunteers bring benefits and enrichment to our educational programs and activities in support of students and our 

school. You may wish to volunteer in the classroom or at sporting events or with our P&C in the canteen, uniform 

shop, class carers or book club programs. The contribution you make to our learning programs and our school by 

sharing your time, knowledge and expertise are greatly valued and welcomed and is a great way to be involved in 

your child’s education. All volunteers must comply with the Volunteers and Visitors in Schools Policy and Procedures 

and the Working with Vulnerable People legislation. Please see Volunteers and Visitors in Schools or contact the 

school front office for further information and questions 

 

 

 

 

At the end of 2023 we emailed book pack lists to all families returning to or starting at our school in 2024. Our 

school’s chosen supplier for these 2024 requirements was WINC who provide a quick, easy and secure process to 

order all the items your child will need at affordable and competitive prices. Please see below the link to each year 

level list below if you have still to order items for your child for 2024. Items may also be purchased from many other 

stationery suppliers as suits your family circumstances.   

• Kindergarten 

• Year 1 

• Year 2 

• Year 3 

• Year 4 

• Year 5 

• Year 6 

The school has an equity fund to assist families experiencing a situation that affects your ability to meet the costs of 

schooling. We encourage you to contact the school to confidentially discuss support to meet the cost of the book 

packs with the Principal. Please contact the front office if you would like to speak with the Principal. 

It is important that your child has these items in their classroom as soon as possible to allow them to best engage in 

learning programs. Please contact the school on 6142 2400 or via email at Chapmanps.info@ed.act.edu.au if you are 

having any difficulties with making purchases. 
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Chapman Primary School invites you to join us in 

celebrating Harmony Week on 

Thursday 21 March 

 

 

 

 

Chapman Primary School students from preschool to 

year 6 are invited to celebrate our diversity and dress 

up on Thursday 21 March to celebrate 2024 Harmony 

Day. It’s a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism 

and our values of inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of 

belonging for everyone. 

The colour orange is worn to show support for 

freedom of ideas and mutual respect. 

We look forward to celebrating with you. 

 

 

School Messages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our teachers and school staff work hard every day to provide the best outcomes for 

every student. 

Preparing for great teaching takes time. It is important that our teachers and school 

staff have time outside their core hours to rest and reset. 

Communication with parents and carers is important to us and our staff will always 

work to get back to your enquiries within a reasonable timeframe. We aim to do this 

within 3 workings days. If your matter is urgent we will get back to you as quickly as 

possible. 

There is no expectation that teachers respond to queries from families during their personal and family time. 

Every student and every family is important to us. By respecting the time of our teachers, you are helping to make 

time for great teaching. 

We want to continue to work closely with you on your child’s learning at school and do our best to respond to you in 

a timely manner.  

We update families on what is happening at our school in a number of ways from information nights, emails, notes, 

newsletters, and social media. We encourage you to stay in touch with our school through these channels.  

The 2024 School Communication Policy was emailed to families prior to the start of this school year.   

- Talking with our school. 

https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/573787/Chapman_PS_Communication_Policy_2024.pdf


Preschool 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

We have also enjoyed exploring our outdoor 
play environments. Outdoor play provides 
opportunities for us to be physically active, 
further develop friendships, take risks, and 
connect with nature.  

We have been engaged in our preschool inquiry unit 'Belonging', where we have been 
learning to connect as a group and share information about ourselves. We have all had the 
opportunity to draw or paint a self-portrait. Here are some of our amazing masterpieces. 

We have been very engaged in our role-play home corner, busy making 

and serving food to our friends. Role-play allows us to develop friendships, 

engage with others, share experiences, and explore new things. 



Kindergarten 

 

 

Kindergarten students have had a fun filled first month in their 

new classes. To foster an inclusive environment and to support 

students making new friends, teachers have been role-modelling, 

prompting and guiding conversation skills during morning play 

sessions. Every morning (apart from Wednesday when they learn 

with specialist teachers) students enjoy 30 minutes of playtime 

activities. This special time of student lead learning provides 

plenty of time for talk. We hope that our families can also see evidence that school relationships 

and student wellbeing have strengthened. 

  



LHQ 

 

 

Students in Learning HQ were eager to get back into learning this year.  

 

This week we went on a treasure hunt to find flowers and 

delivered them to the executive staff, this was an introduction 

to our new story for the term Anya and the Desert Witch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look out for more learning around this story. 



Year 1 

 

 

  

Students in year 1 have settled 

beautifully into new classroom 

routines. They are busy making 

new friends and catching up with 

old ones.  

Students have hit the ground running and have jumped 

into their learning with enthusiasm. We have read many 

stories with Aussie Icons as the lead character and have 

learned interesting facts about our class animal. During 

Mathematics lessons, we have been revising our 

numeral knowledge, practising writing numbers 0-9. We 

challenged ourselves to write as many numbers as we 

could in 5 minutes and have explored the many ways 

that numbers can be represented. We will continue 

throughout the year to expand our numerical 

knowledge. 



 

Year 2 

 

Welcome to Year 2: Jurassic 

World, where we walk 

among the dinosaurs. We 

have had a fantastic start to 

the term and have 

completed lots of artworks 

to suit the dinosaur theme. 

We have also started to look 

at and write our own 

Acrostic Poems for writing.  

 

 

 

  



Year 3 

Adventurers! 

  

Our year 3 theme in 2024 is “The Adventurers”. We have been very excited to begin our 

journey of discovery, investigation and exploration together during the last few weeks.  

Here are some of the highlights so far… 

Year 3 have been learning all about 

Australia and I have a question for 

you: What makes Australia unique?  

Well, there are lots of things, like 

the Great Barrier Reef and Uluru!  

By Zoe A 

One of the things we have done is we 

used symmetry to turn our names into 

marvellous, creative…. MONSTERS!!!! 

 By Amy 

We’ve learnt to do five-digit numbers and Maths 

Mentals. We’ve also written numbers in words. It’s hard 

but you get used to it. By Millie  

This year we are finally on the senior side of the 

playground!  I love it much better than the junior side 

because it has more bars.  By Zoey F 

In Year 3 we get to go on the Chromebooks way 

more!         By Kayden 



Year 4 

 

 

 

What a great start to year 4! Students have been busy creating 

‘About Me’ artworks to get to know their classmates. 

 

   

     

 

  



Year 5 

 

  

Year 5 have been problem-solving by designing birds’ nests 

to support a heavy egg. We are taking a close look at the 

Australian Electoral Process and political system in HASS; 

collecting our prior knowledge as well as sharing our 

wonderings. We’ve also been busy decorating our space 

with some fancy 3D art. Gosh we’re busy! 



Year 6 

 

  

This term our year 6’s have started their first science unit, Marvellous Micro-organisms. This unit 

explores how micro-organisms affect everyone. We have learnt that while some are harmful some are 

also helpful. In these photos you can see our students starting their first experiment where they are 

investigating how yeast interacts with other ingredients.  

Year 6 have been getting active in the mornings. We start each day with a range of sport activities 

such as skipping, cross country and basketball skills.  

Sixers 



Psychologist Corner 

 

Perfectionism & brain-

based parenting  
Sometimes we need a little more support on the parenting 

journey. Perhaps you have a child struggling with 

perfectionism, who gives up easily and is not reaching their 

potential. You can help them by teaching them that every time 

they make a mistake, they are making their brain stronger! 

Some of our Chapman students have seen the Growth Mindset 

videos, which is a lovely series used to teach children about 

how their brains get stronger each time they try something 

difficult: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zrtHt3bBmQ  

You may like to check out some 

of Dan Siegel’s books on 

‘evolutionary strategies to 

nurture your child’s developing 

mind’, ‘how parental presence 

shapes who our kids become and 

how their brains get wired’, or 

‘how to cultivate courage, 

curiosity, and resilience in your 

child’. Check out Dan’s website 

for free ‘Refrigerator Sheets’ with 

an overview of helpful, evidence-

based strategies:  

https://drdansiegel.com/book_category/parenting-educators/  

Along the way, please find time to  

enjoy the journey       

Cheryl Makila 

School Psychologist 

Cheryl Makila 

School Psychologist 

  

School Psychologist Corner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zrtHt3bBmQ
https://drdansiegel.com/book_category/parenting-educators/


   

 

P&C 

 

 

Canteen 

Open – Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday 

Online orders  

Uniform Shop 

Temporarily Closed 

Online Orders 

OSHC 

Before School: 7.30 am - 9.00 am 

After School: 3.00 pm – 6.00 pm 

Contacts 

 

P&C AGM and first meeting for 2024 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who attended our first P&C meeting last week! For the 

first time in many years, we were able to fill all the core P&C positions. This is such a fantastic result as the 

more people we have active with the P&C, the less work there is for everyone to do. 

The positions were filled as follows: 

President, P&C Rep on School Board Alice Falkiner 

Vice President Victoria Mews 

Vice President (Afters) Meagan Stewart 

Treasurer Deanne Callaway 

Secretary & Public Officer Kirstie Olesen 

Facebook Coordinator Kym Adams 

Communications Officer Tim Moss 

Uniform Shop Coordinator Kristina Wolf 

Grants and Applications Coordinator Adele Jurd 

Book Club Coordinator Tara O’Brien 

Class Carer Coordinator James Roper 

Fundraising Team Jocelyn Wilson 

(role to be shared with existing P&C members and new 
volunteers) 

Canteen Subcommittee Jo Ruiseco, Victoria Mews, Belinda Agnew 

Afters Subcommittee Megan Stewart, Kate Fuller, Alice Falkiner 

Even though we have reached this amazing level of official P&C members, we are still very welcoming of 

anyone who would like to participate in P&C activities. Ways to engage with the Chapman P&C include: 

• Coming along to our regular meetings, run twice per term. The next Chapman Primary P&C meeting 

will be held in the Chapman Primary School staff room (enter through the front office) on 

Wednesday 20 March at 6:15pm 

• Joining the Class Carer WhatsApp chats 

https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_community/canteen
https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_community/Uniform_Shop
https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/our_community/before_and_after_school_care


• Following our new Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ChapmanPrimarySchool) 

• Joining our fundraising team (email Alice at chapman.pcpresident@gmail.com) 

• Getting involved in specific P&C activities, such as the fete (details below) 

• Joining the after-school care P&C subcommittee (details below) 

All members of the school community are warmly encouraged to attend meetings. It is a great way to see 

what the P&C get up to, and for you to get involved with the school community. You do not have to hold a 

specific role to come along to meetings, (details are posted in the newsletter and emailed to families), and 

there is no obligation to get involved in any of our activities if you just want to observe! 

P&C Communication Channels and Events 

Details of specific P&C activities can be found by following the link to the class carer WhatsApp chats. 

Families received invitations to the WhatsApp groups via email earlier in the year. 

We are currently organising volunteers to get the school fete up and running, so if you are keen to see the 

Chapman fete run again this year, please join the Fete group on WhatsApp. 

Other potential activities and events in the works include school disco, Mother’s/Father’s day stalls, and 

Fun Runs. If you are a keen bean looking to give back to the school community, keep an eye out for more 

details from the P&C. 

After School Care Service 

Chapman Primary School is very lucky in that its After’s program is one of just a handful in the ACT that are 

run by the school’s P&C and not by an external business. 

Do your children attend Chapman Out of School Hours Care? If so, please consider joining the After-School 

Care subcommittee. 

Come along to an After’s subcommittee meeting and learn about the service we provide and have your 

say in the service that your children attend. Details of upcoming afters meetings will be shared via the 

WhatsApp groups, the Facebook page and this newsletter. 

An update from the Canteen Team 

The Canteen is off to a great start for the year. Lunch orders are in full swing and over the counter sales 

are as popular as ever! The new frozen yoghurt ($2) is proving very popular on these hot days. 

Our first sushi day was a success with 91 rolls ordered. We will be doing another sushi day on Wednesday 

6 March. Orders must be submitted via schools24 (www.school24.net.au/canteenorder). 

Uniform Shop Update 

Good news! 

We have now removed the limit on the number of shirts and hats you can order. 

Unfortunately, we are still only able to sell hats and shirts. BUT we will keep everyone updated (through 

the Communicator, via class carers, and any of the other ways you choose to engage with the P&C) as soon 

as there are any updates.  

https://www.facebook.com/ChapmanPrimarySchool
mailto:chapman.pcpresident@gmail.com
http://www.school24.net.au/canteenorder


Community Messages 

Health Message  

Runny stools? Stay away from pools!  

The ACT has seen an increase in Cryptosporidiosis cases recently – much like other states across Australia. 

What is Cryptosporidiosis? Cryptosporidiosis commonly affects young children, but anyone can get it. 

Often, people will get infected by swimming in, and swallowing water contaminated with Cryptosporidium 

parasites. This infection causes gastro-like symptoms – such as acute diarrhoea and abdominal pain and 

can last several weeks. While people are most infectious when they have diarrhoea, they can still pass the 

infection on to others for several weeks after their symptoms have stopped. 

Read how to avoid catching Cryptosporidiosis and what to do if you develop symptoms on the ACT Health 

website. Need more information? Contact your doctor or call the Health Protection Service, Communicable 

Disease Control Information Line during business hours on 02 5124 9213. 

Cryptosporidiosis Information Sheet 

Contact your doctor or call the Health Protection Service, Communicable Disease Control Information Line 

during business hours on 02 5124 9213. 

The New Southside Initiative – Community supporting families 

 

The Southside Initiative is a collaboration between YWCA Canberra, Woden Community Service and Community 

Services #1 that aims to develop community driven solutions to better support vulnerable children 0-8 years and 

their families. The Initiative was developed in late 2022 in response to the 2021 Australian Early Development 

Census (AEDC) data which suggests there is an increasing number of Canberra children being identified as 

developmentally vulnerable across one or more of the 5 AEDC Domains. 

This Initiative uses a collaborative and community focused approach to develop and trial practical activities and 

initiatives aimed at improving life outcomes for children and families who live in the southside. Visit Southside 

Initiative - Healthy Schools Network ACT for more information and to access the following resources: 

• family support services directory, 

• parent and carer support courses available in term 1, 

• join an early year’s community of practice in 2024, 

• community services at Lanyon and more. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://www.health.act.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/Cryptosporidiosis.pdf&h=AT2cu3be2G2QT5NZF53H-nheZpZMzPTFYD2xuIuTGw3n785jDJt6LYv62NBzDgJt5wbHWDSKZz2QhGRnQ_ExvHM5l56516nKl3bKgU9lIQgzWmdL8cYAd6EUC-y_ThgYBazQ7XMwxjNeKMQoL1B0&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3gSvKEOVKCp-OrHXAQtU4FBMpvc3F9JXOw0pI2eG6IdGdu5GtVML20p-B7s12tWgK1Xlx-WkjESa_gyecjz_JzO6mUJCuSVl66XrChJN4nixs3jUz6E-A71gC4DI0eDp08EaAcfe0Xl3uHy_q6OHvkhi_WLtyBz9f3iveTzlhgiDRFOZAJaBRhdTaEhTj7Gd4KQZ4fHw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://www.health.act.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/Cryptosporidiosis.pdf&h=AT2cu3be2G2QT5NZF53H-nheZpZMzPTFYD2xuIuTGw3n785jDJt6LYv62NBzDgJt5wbHWDSKZz2QhGRnQ_ExvHM5l56516nKl3bKgU9lIQgzWmdL8cYAd6EUC-y_ThgYBazQ7XMwxjNeKMQoL1B0&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3gSvKEOVKCp-OrHXAQtU4FBMpvc3F9JXOw0pI2eG6IdGdu5GtVML20p-B7s12tWgK1Xlx-WkjESa_gyecjz_JzO6mUJCuSVl66XrChJN4nixs3jUz6E-A71gC4DI0eDp08EaAcfe0Xl3uHy_q6OHvkhi_WLtyBz9f3iveTzlhgiDRFOZAJaBRhdTaEhTj7Gd4KQZ4fHw
https://www.chapmanps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/576689/20240219_-_SB_-_W40A11_Cryptosporidiosis.pdf
https://www.aedc.gov.au/
https://www.aedc.gov.au/
https://www.healthyschoolsact.com.au/southside-initiative
https://www.healthyschoolsact.com.au/southside-initiative


Online Safety Webinars - 2024 

The Online Safety Education team are committed to 

supporting school communities to develop their 

online safety skills and knowledge. The team aim to 

increase the number of safe and positive online 

experiences students have and reduce the number of 

online safety incidents that impact on learning 

environments.  

There are multiple webinars running each term with 

both afternoon and evening times available that will 

help your family be more confident and safer online 

by:  

• understanding online safety and risks young 

people face, 

• learning strategies to prevent and respond to 

online issues, 

• supporting your child to be safe online,  

• knowing where to go for further support.  

Register for the Parent & Carer Online Safety Webinars 2024 online at 

https://bit.ly/2024_OnlineSafetyWebinar_RSVP 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2024_OnlineSafetyWebinar_RSVP

