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Term 3, Week 2 
Friday, 23 July 2021 

What’s Happening at 

Chapman 

Recent notes home and school communications 

Year 4 Warrambui Camp 

Term 3 Week 3 

Wednesday 28 July 
Year 2 National Museum 

Excursion – 2JS & 2RT 

P&C Meeting 6.15pm 

Thursday 29 July 
Kindergarten Bushkids 

Year 6 Combined Band Practice 

 

Week 4 

Tuesday 3 to Thursday 5 August 
Book Fair 

Thursday 4 & Friday 5 August 
Year 3 Camp Birrigai 

Thursday 4 August 
Kindergarten Bushkids 

Preschool P&C Meeting 

Friday 5 August 
Year 1 Assembly 

Week 5 

Wednesday 11 August 
Year 5 Combined Band Rehearsal 

Thursday 12 August 
Kindergarten Bushkids 

ICAS Writing and Digital 
Technologies 

Friday 13 August 
GATEWAYS 

Click on the link below to head straight to: 
Error! Reference source not found. (No P&C News this week) 

Uniform Shop Opening days & Times 

Monday’s – 8.30am to 9.30am 
Wednesday’s – 2.45pm to 3.30pm 

https://chapman-ps-uniforms.square.site/ 

 

Canteen 
Open for online lunch orders 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
chapman.canteen@gmail.com 
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Principals Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome to term 3. It has been a very positive, energetic and enthusiastic start to the term. With everyone 

settled back into such a positive engagement in their learning. It was a very proud moment for the school 

this week with our year 6 students performing at the national story sharing arts festival, Wakakirri on 

Wednesday night at the Canberra Theatre winning the ‘Best signature item’, ‘Best Spirit of Wakakirri’ 

award, ‘Best use of Make-up and Costume’ & ‘Best backstage crew’. We thank Rachel Holdway for 

coordinating and choreographing such an imaginative and creative display of movement and dance; year 6 

teachers Melina Clark and Kristy Williamson, and Kate Flavell for the stunning creativity of the stage props; 

and all the volunteers and staff who have given their precious time to support these extra-curricular events 

and experiences for our students. Leo R from year 4 represented Chapman School at the Rostrum 

Quarterfinals at Arawang School going through to the semi-finals, and on Thursday we held our Athletics 

Carnival. We thank Mr Dean Howell for coordinating such a hugely successful day engaging every single 

student across our school in Athletic events. The day had a focus on participating in fun, social and active 

events from running, throwing and jumping. We were ably supported by students from Stromlo HS on the 

day. 

As a community we share the common values of Friendliness, Respect, Integrity, Everyone cooperates, 

Never-give-up attitude, Diversity and Support.  

How to be an effective partner in your child’s learning: Being your child’s first and forever teacher.   

I would like to share with you what the research says from the Gonski Institute for Education, about how 

you can be an effective partner in your child’s learning. The Gonski Institute for Education current research 

(2020) states the relationship you have with your child’s school and the support you offer their learning is 

critical to their success. So, just how can you best become a partner on your child’s learning journey with 

Chapman School? 

What does the research tell us from the Gonski Institute for Education?  

Parents are a child’s first and most influential teachers. While many parents do this in the before school 

years, sometimes we forget that we can help our children learn, even once they are at school. ‘Parental 



engagement’ means being positively involved and active in your child’s learning process. It is one of the 

simplest ways to help your child be successful.  

Parents are particularly well-placed to interact with their children frequently. The reciprocal, spontaneous 

conversations, language-rich interactions, shared customs, routines and play experiences that are 

facilitated by many parents help to build a healthy and responsive brain and a well-supported child. These 

regular opportunities offer multiple opportunities for learning and provide parents with extensive 

knowledge about children’s interests and needs.  

Parental engagement promotes shared responsibility for education and a partnership between families 

and schools. In recent research (Graham A. 2019 Giving parents a voice: Strategies to enhance parent 

capacity to support transition to school), 93 per cent of parents saw the role of a child’s education as a 

shared responsibility between them and teachers. 

A collaborative and supportive relationship between home and school is key to promoting better outcomes 

for children’s learning and happiness. Children’s outcomes across a whole range of areas are improved 

when parents are engaged in the learning journey. These include improved readiness for school, enhanced 

cognitive ability and improved academic achievement, prosocial behaviour, positive approaches to 

learning, greater engagement and participation in learning activities, improved student behaviour, self-

regulation and confidence, increased motivation to learn, better attendance and retention in school and 

participation in higher education.  

It is important to know that your engagement can make a massive difference, even if there are other 

things in your child’s life that makes it harder for them to learn.  

Research has shown that the benefits of parent engagement at home is the best predictor of a child’s 

success at school. So how can you do it? 

What can parents do to support their child’s learning?  

• Understand the difference between being involved, and being engaged. School-based involvement by 

parents is not linked to improved student learning. You might help in the school, which is extremely 

helpful for the school and great if you enjoy it, but this is not the same as engaging with your child’s 

learning and being a collaborator 

• Communicate with the school, and expect the same in return. Teachers can help parents understand 

what is happening inside the school, and vice versa 

• Provide a stimulating home learning environment with a range of toys, books and learning materials. If 

resources are tight, consider swapping with friends, buying second-hand goods or using libraries 

• Make learning fun, by engaging in activities that your child enjoys. These can be formal, like learning 

letters or structured activities, but they can also be more incidental, like cooking together, doing puzzles 

and playing board games 

• Have regular conversations with your child about school. In these, try to cover a range of topics about 

their school work, friendships, relationships with teachers and if they are worried about anything  

• Communicate the importance of learning, and talk positively about school and learning. Link their 

school work to current events and topics of interest 

• Read to and with your child every day. It is one of the simplest activities that can make such a difference 

to your child’s literacy development, and is also a great activity to bond over 

• Play with your child! Use this time to learn about their interests, and look for teachable moments that 

can be found through play. For example, playing with trains and talking about the steepness of the 

tracks 



• Let your child play often and use their creativity. Unstructured play is one of the most important ways 

for a child to develop critical social, emotional, cognitive, and physical skills they need to be successful 

at school, and in life. 

COVID-19 health advice 

We are all adjusting as individuals and as a community to the concept of the ‘New Normal’ not being a 

linear process of recovery and we will need to continue to monitor and respond flexibly to changing 

circumstances for some time yet.  Please always check in on the CBR Check in App when you enter the 

school grounds, including at drop off and pick up times. 

The Public Health Direction and more information and updates are available on the ACT Government ACT 

COVID19 website. The situation in NSW is evolving and it is important to stay up to date through the 

COVID19 website.   

I’d like to thank you for your patience, cooperation and understanding as we continue to navigate during 

these times and work together.  

Yours faithfully, 

James M. Barnett 

Principal  

School Messages 

The Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge finishes on Friday  

6 August. Students are required to give their completed reading records to either their 

class teacher, Mrs Smith or Mrs Maidment by Friday 13 August for verification. 

Students who are still completing the reading requirements 

are encouraged to speak to their teacher or school librarian 

for assistance and book recommendations.  

Still looking for great reads? 

Did you know – Libraries ACT have a range or resources 

written by Indigenous authors 

https://www.library.act.gov.au/services/aboriginal-and-

torres-strait-islander-resources 

Did you know – Libraries ACT have video stories in ‘Story Box Library’ for children to 

watch or borrow the book a read along! 

  

Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1602562/Public-Health-COVID-19-Interstate-Hotspots-Emergency-Direction-2020-No-4.pdf
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2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about 
their experience of public education. The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available 
online from 13 August to 3 September. The survey results will help us to continue to make quality 
informed decisions about how to improve our school. No personal identifying information will be 
provided to any school or college. 

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive: 

▪ A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for 
the data; and 

▪ An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey. Genuine survey 
invitation emails will have the title "The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is now 
open!" and will be sent from EDU Surveys & Evaluation with 'from' address EDU@qualtrics-
survey.com. 

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, send 
your contact details to EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation. If you do 
not have an email listed with the school, please contact the front office to provide an email or arrange 
with the school to complete the survey in school. 

The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, 
Hindi, Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish and Telugu. Respondents can select their 
preferred language when they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers 
Survey is also available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are 
available at the Front Office. 

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and 
carers, staff and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope 
you will take part. 

For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-
climate-survey 

Trish Foster 

  

mailto:EDU@qualtrics-survey.com
mailto:EDU@qualtrics-survey.com
mailto:EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey


Preschool  

 

In recognition of NAIDOC Week, the Preschool children have been learning more about Aboriginal culture 

and symbolism. They have listened to Indigenous stories, made their own totems and created the 

Aboriginal flag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter is a time to think about warm clothes, long dark nights, cold weather and especially visits to the 

snow. The children shared their experiences of the snow and created some amazing Winter art with paint 

sprinkled with a glitter and salt mixture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoyed working together using felt 

pieces to create a picture. They shared their 

different pictures and stories with each other and 

educators. 

 

The children enjoy building with small blocks on 
the carpet and discussed with educators where 
they could leave their constructions to continue 
building on another day. Trish, our BSO, made this 
trolley for us which we painted, and we are looking 

forward to using it. Thank you Trish       



Kindergarten 
 

 

 

     

   

 

  

Kindergarten students enjoyed a fun filled day last Friday celebrating the milestone of 100 days of school. 

We made stunning crowns and shared some celebratory fairy bread topped with 100’s and 1000’s. We 

also practised different ways to count to 100 such as counting by 5’s and 10’s. Kindergarten students 

worked very hard to create collections of 100 items and proudly shared these with their peers. We are 

looking forward to the next 100 days! 



 

Year 1 

 

It’s been a busy start to term 3 in The Billabong. Students are currently focusing on the mini-Inquiry unit: 

Healthy, Happy and Safe. Student are exploring ways in which they can keep their bodies healthy, happy, 

and safe and have been looking into what foods help us go, grow, and glow.  

As part of our inquiry unit and the impending Olympic games, the students of Year 1 are competing in 

sporting challenges as apart of the Year 1 Olympic Games. Students will be practising several different skills 

over the coming weeks such as skipping, Hola hopping, long jump and vertical jump.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student’s have recently started their first rich text for Term 3, we are reading Miss Lilly’s fabulous pink 

feature boa by Margaret Wild. To turn in to the story, the students of Year 1 attended a fabulous tea party 

where they drank peppermint tea, wore fancy dress, and danced the tango! 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Robson, Emma Clayton, Jane Mahar and Sharon Smith  



Year 2 

What a busy start to Term 3 for our Champions! Students have been introduced to Lego coding and are 

excited about all of the fantastic things they are about to create this term. 

 

As part of our History inquiry, ‘How has technology changed over time’, students looked at a range of 

everyday objects and discussed whether they were classed as technology or not. After much discussion, we 

were surprised at out a new definition of what technology actually is! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science we are learning about 

the forces of Push and Pull. 

Students have been ‘Machine 

Makers’ and made a dog feeding 

machine based on the concept of 

creations by Rube Goldberg. The 

activity certainly tested our 

problem solving skills and was so 

much fun! 

 

Rachel Tollis, Taylor Walther, Jen Swift and Amy Jager 

  



Year 3 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to term 3! We have had a great start to 

the term. We are continuing with our inquiry 

unit on Australia’s geography. Students are 

working in collaborative groups to research each 

of the different states and territories. In maths, 

our focus continues to be on multiplication. By 

the end of year 3, students are expected to 

demonstrate quick recall of their 2, 3, 5 and 10 

timetables. They will benefit from opportunities 

to practise this at home. 



Year 4 

 Year 4 

Writing – Continuing with the school’s focus on writing this year, we have moved onto 

identifying ‘ideas’ in our sentences. It has been discovered that some of us put far too 

many ideas into our sentences, and occasionally, those ideas don’t always relate to each 

other. We have also begun joining those ideas with subortinating conjunctions and 

placing commas in the correct position. Did you know that we can flip our clauses around 

and put the conjunction at the start of our sentence to make them more interesting?   

Archie ate all the lollies because he knew his sisters would steal 
them. 

Because he knew his sisters would steal them, Archie ate all the 
lollies. 

Unlike most other sea turtles, Kemp’s Ridleys take part in a 
mass wasting each year between April and August, always 
returning exactly to the same beach. 

Piggle began as a regular Pogger, but… he (or she no one knew), 

was mad. Piggle had two siblings, or hatchmates and they all 

lived in one big burrow in the cliffs of New Zealand. 

Due to Agriculture and industry Montane forest destruction, 
Morelet’s Tree Frogs are critically endangered. Because of an 
infectious disease called Chytridiomycosis, which kills 
amphibians, the population is also rapidly decreasing. 
Morelet’s Tree frogs, in some countries are extinct. 

The red panda is an omnivore meaning that they can eat both 

meat and plants, although they prefer to be primarily 

herbivores. 



Year 5 

 

  

Welcome to Term 3! This term 

we welcome Miss Cooper to 

our Year 5 team!  

We have also been learning a 

lot of new and fun things.  

In Maths we have all been working 

hard to complete multiplication 

using vertical algorithms! 

In Science we have started learning 

about light sources. We are all so 

bright. 

Year 5 have been focussing on using 

figurative language in their writing. 

This week we have been looking at 

metaphors. Make sure you ask your 

little human to give you some 

examples of metaphors! We have 

also been doing a lot of fun writing! 

 

  

Mark Edmunds, Rheannon Gibbs, Grayce Cooper, Trish 

Foster, Nicki Johannes 



Year 6 
 

 

 

 

  

Yr6 Leaders 2021 

 

Year 6 performed their Wakakirri on Wednesday night 

at the Canberra Theatre!  They did a magnificent job 

and learnt a lot from this stage experience.   

Wakakirri 



Directorate and Community Messages 

COVID-19 and Term 3 in ACT public schools 

As we welcome back students for the start of 

Term 3, there are some minor changes to 

school operations for ACT public schools as we 

continue to adapt to living with the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

These changes relate to the use of the Check 

in CBR app and interstate excursions. 

The Chief Health Officer is now strongly 

encouraging all adult visitors to schools, 

including parents and carers dropping off 

children, to use the Check In CBR app. 

We are asking adults – staff, parents, carers 

and visitors to use the Check In CBR app when they enter school grounds. The general rule is that if 

parents and carers leave their vehicle and enter school grounds, find a QR code and check in. 

People can also check in using the unique six-digit code for their school by selecting the “Enter code 

manually” option in the Check in CBR app. The code is located on the QR-poster.  

Although schools do have sign-in requirements via their front offices, not all visitors to schools enter 

through the front office – for example, parents and carers dropping off or picking up their children from 

playgrounds. Taking a moment to check in will make contact tracing far easier if we have a confirmed case 

at a school. 

We are now mandating that most interstate 

excursions should not proceed at this time, given the 

recent outbreaks in Australia and the risk posed by 

travel. However, at this stage, lower risk camps and 

excursions to the local area can still go ahead.  

While staff and students may be disappointed not to 

go further afield, this will mean some excursions can 

proceed because the destinations are lower risk and 

geographically closer, and that groups can return 

quickly by road travel if needed. The recent cases 

across Australia are a reminder of the importance of 

this. 

Staff and students who are subject to NSW Stay at 

Home orders will still be required to wear a mask 

when they leave home. Stay at Home orders require 

any person aged over 12 years to wear a mask at all 

times upon leaving their premises for the approved 

reasons – including to attend work or school.  

More information is available at ACT Government’s 

COVID-19 website. 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/




 


